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About This Bulletin

This is a special 1lssue we present for
all our friends working on this Campus and
those who are abroad and are interested in
hearing the whereabouts of the University we
were hoping that this issue would have inclu-
ded more news and information. But regret-
fully, nothing was received from members of the
University Community who were asked to write
to us. We know that all are overworked, but
nope that they will give us few minutes of
their time in the future.

amajor :event that tock place in the Unive-
rsity recently was npalestine Week". Soo0n a
special issue of "pl-Ghadeer” will be out cove-
rigg all the evenis of this weak and we promise
to5 send it to you s1l, Included with this
Bulletin is a News Release which was distrib-
ated in a news Conference on Fricday December 1st
1978 protesting the latest renewed harrassment
by the millitary authorities to the Community
of Birzeit.

We hope that by receiving all this about
the University, you will become to share us our
aspirations and problems and hope to hear from
you all.
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BIRZEIT UNIVERSITY PROTESTS
RENENED HARRASSMENT BY
ISRAELT MILITARY AUTHORITIES

During the past few weeks, Birzeit
Hniversity has been subjected to yet
another wave of harrassment by the Israeli
Military authorities. Eighteen of our
students have been seized or summoned,
often in the middle of the night; for
interrogation at military headquarters
throughout the West Bank (ses attached
chronologv)., To date, none has been
charged with any crime, though six remain
under detention. Some of the eighteen
have been beaten and several tortured.

Hundreds of BZU students on their
way to and from the University are being
stopped at military checkpoints. Their
academic books and clase notes are being
checked and sometimes destroyed. During
the recent Palestine Week helid at B4U,
special academic lectures were cancelled
and a folk singer was forbidden to appear
at the university on orders of the
military authorities.

The Israeli authorities are using
methods of thought control, the confi-
scation of legally permitted literature,
beating and torture to create an atmo-
sphere of terror which makes a free uni--
verslity education virtually impossible.



There has emerged a new pattern
in the interrogation of the studenl:
seized in this most recent round-up.
They are being asked to provide specific
information concerning the position of
individual BZU students and faculty
members on the Israeli-sponsored "autonomy
plan" for the West Bank and Gaza
territories.

Students under interrogation report
being told they must decide to be “with
us or against us'; that they do not have
the choice of being neutral. If the
students choose to "cooperate", they are
required to provide the Israeli military
authorities with regular reporis on the
political oyinions or suspected opinions
of any member of the BAU community. The
promised rewards for such services include
money and "girls".

What is happening at this moment
to BZU is only part of a general pattern
of harrassment and intimidation directed
against Arabs throughout Palestine. The
occupation authorities, however, seem
determined to abuse BZU in particular,
to find and thwart suspected opponents
of the "autonomy plan". As a national
university, BZU has been singled out
for exemplary punishment to provide a
warning to Arabs throughout Palestine.



No university, either in Falestine or any
other place in the world, can survive,

let alone continue 1ts rightful educational
functions, if ils internationally reco-
gnized rights of academic freedom and
political independence are grossly abused
in this fashion.

we strongly protest this pattern
of intolerable repression, harrassment,
and intimidation of members of the BEU
community by the Israelil military occupiers.
Yo ¢zll upon other universitles and
concerned institutions and individuals
to suppert BZU's struggle to maintain
its vital academic freedom and political
independence.

4 BRIEF CHRONOLOGY OF THE FACTS:

-

Oct. 26 Samir Hileleh seized from his
home in Ramallah at night.
5¢t311 under detention.

get. 30 Daud Ahmad Hassan taken off
a student bus at a checkpoint
in Ramallah while on his way
to the university. A BZU
library book temporarily con-
fiscated from him. Released
the same day but subsequently
recalled three times for
interrogation.

Nov. 1 Adnan 'Umran summoned to Nablus
military headgquariers. Detained
and interrcgated for -sixteen
days.

Hov. 2 Oundeh Ahmad Mustafa detained
at Mascobiyyeh interrogation
center in Jerusalem,
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Nove 9 Hassan Abu Libdeh detained and
interrogated in Jenin for
48 hours.

Nov. 19 Iman 'Alayan summoned for inter-
rogation in Ramallah.,

Nov. 19 Ismall El-~Bitar detained and
interrogated for three days
at Mascobliyyed.

Nov. 20 Hagsan Abu Libdeh summoned again
for interrogation in Jenin.

Nove 21 Salam El-Saleh, President of
the Student Council, summoned
to Beit-El by Mr. Karmon,
Advisor on Arab Affairs for
the Military Governor of the
West Bank.

Nov. 22 Sim'an Khoury, seized at his
home in El-=Bireh at night.
Still under detention at
Mascobiyyeh.

Nov. &2 Hassan Abu Libdeh again summoned
for interrogation in Jenia.

Nov. 23 Eight students seized al night
from their homes or places of
residence in Ramallah and Birzeit.

Mahmoud Ahmad Halaseh, inter-
rogated intensively at Mascobiyyeh
in spite of precarious health
condition. Released on bail
November 29 after strenuous

legal efforts.



Rizek Shuqair; still under
detention in Ramallah.

Hakam Qadri, still under detention
in Ramallah.

Ribhi El-Aruri, still under
detention in Ramallah.

Muhammad Baransi, detalned for
& few hours and then released
on & road at 1:00 a.m., several
kilometers from home.

Shukri Nafe', detained for a
few hours and then released

on & road at 1:00 a.m. several
kilometers from home.

Yasin Sarsour, detained for a
few hours and then released

on a road at 1:00 a.m. several
kilometers from home,

Basim Zubaydi, detained for a
few hours and then released

on a read at 1:00 a.m. several
kilometers from home,

Nov. 20~ Palestine Week at BZU. Special
25 lectures cancelled and folk
ginger Samir Hafez forbidden
to come to the university.

Nov. 26 Abdul Hakim Kan'an seized at
night from Rabah Hotel in
HRamallah (an official university
hostel). Still under detention
in Ramgllah.
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Ibrehim Khalil, Nazim E
fhmad Abu Ghosh

ahmoud Abdsl Qader,

THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WERE ARRESTED AND

SENTENCED DURING THE PAST ACADEMIC YEAR

AND ARE NOwW IN PRISON:

Farid Murra,

BIRZIET UNIVERSITY

First Semester 1978/1979 male to female ratio:=-
Bachelor Program

FACULTY MALES FEMALES GRAND TOTAL
No.Percentag o.menmzﬁmmmzokvmuomsmwmm
Arts 21§ 51 =207 48.9 uad  41.7
Science 22 © 66.8  N1A 35,1 [|338] 33.3
Commerce 179  70.7 20 29.2 253 24.9

Grand Total 621 61.2 595 38.7 loty 100

Master Prgram| %2  88.8 T IO 1 e 36| 100




Birzeit University Protesis
the prevention of one of its faculty
member, from coming to the University

On the Sth of December 1978, Mr. Edward Sadir,
gho is an Israeli Arab, resident of Jerusalem and
a lecturer in Physice at the University was summoned
to the Jerusalem Police Headquarters (at Mascobieh)
and was handed two orders from the military governors
of the West Bank and Gaza preventing him from enter-
ing either of these zreas for the period 15/7/1978 -
16/7/1979. This effectively means that he cannot
come to Birgeit University to perform his academiv
duties.

Tt is worth asking at this point why were those
orders handed to Mr. Sadir aboul five monthe after
they were issued and whether they were kept sc that
they could be used as a rpunishment” for the Unil-
versity when theres is a nged for it.

This action is regrettable, the more so because
it has taken place during the middle of the semelar
which means an interruption of the work of the
teacher and thst of his students in a field where
the University has a grave shortage gf teachers.

Tt is also worth mentioning that Mr. Sadir is
a Ph.D. student at the Hebrew University in Jeru-
salem and that he comes teo Birzeit for three days
per week only, devoting the rest of his time for
his research work in Jerusalem, He does not even
have the time for any activities that can be claimed
as a reason for the action against hime.

we would like to emphasize that such unjustif. d
action against the University, its faculty and
students is a flagrant violation of the right of
academic freedom which should be accorded to all
Universities and sincerely hope that the orders
issued against Mr. Sadir be rescinded to allow
him to resume his academic duties at Birzeit
University. 2
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Foreign Examinations

Testing of English as a Foreign Language
(TOFEL) .

On Saturday November 18th at 8:00 a.m.
about 90 students from all over the West Bank
gat for this examination in the Assembly Hall
and Room 3l.

This exemination is usually held about
i times a year at the University as it is the
Centre for the West Bank.

Birzeit University is the Centire for the
ar? and Achievement Fxawinatlions. The first
exam for this academic year was on Saturday
December Z2nd.

GRE: Graduate Record Examination

Thig examination was held for the first
time on Monday October 30th 1978. About 23
students sat for this examination.

Winter holida% (X MAS)
Ftarts: saturday Dec. 25rd 5:00 P.m.
Ends : Monday Jan. lst. 5.00 P.m,

The University has become a member in the
AACRO: American Association of College Regis-
trars and Admissions Officers.

R L L



The Senate

The 3enate of the University for
this year is composed of:

Or. G. Baramii
Dr. M. Hallaj
ir. R. fihan
Dr. 1 Ghurani
Dre A. Hangaia
¥r. Se Aboushi
Dr. P. Blakeley
Dr. 3. Atamneh
Dr. 5. Kanaa'na
Mr. M. Sader
Mr. M. lasir
Dre. A« Barghouti
¥Mrs. He micnail-ashrawi
Dr. 3. Abu-kish4
Mr. A. Beidoun
The first meeting fur the 3enate
took place on Cctober 27, 1974, and
is supposed to meetl cance a month.

Dr. Azdin Eukhus

Dr. Amin rukaun, Iducation
Professor from Jordaa University arrivead
to assist the Graduate students in
aducation in doiang their research.

Nr. wuksua is among various faculily
members of Jordan University who will
come in short visits for this purpose..



Graduates' Assoclation

In its general mesting held during Sep-~
tember, the graduates elected their executive
committee for the Association., The new Commi-~
ttee is composed of:

1 - Talal Nasir El-Din
- Kamal Shamshoum
Aemy Arankd

Amin Nasir

Abeer Keileh
Norma Masrieh
Henry Jackaman

I S T A |
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The Graduates had spent that whcole day in
the University getting an idea of changes ian it
and weeting their old mates. Lunch was served
by invitation from the University.

Employeses' Association

The employees of the University are about
to form their own association., Apreparatiory
Copmittee elected to draft the Comstitution and
it was discussed in two general meetings which
took place on Saturday 25th & Thursday 28th Nov-
ember.

The Constitution will be presented within
two weeks to the University Council for approval.

=15 -



From the Librery -

In 1life it is difficult to say
who do you the most mischief,
enemies witn the worat intentions,
or friends with the best.

{n the Tth of “ovember Ur. George Atiyeh,
HEesd neference Librsrisn for widdle East snd
ifrican Studies, from the Litrsry of Congress
visited Birzeit Univemsity. He geve us much
informstion regerding the sveilcbilivy of
duplicete books, both Arapic and Engiish, from
the Librsry of Congress duplieste collection,
and gave us the addresses of Librarisns and
those conmecisd with sgescies where biblio-
graphies conceraing the Middle Egst can be
obtgin=d. His visit wes =njoyeble and it was
sn bonor fur us thst he visited this Iibrary.

fhe recent duty imposed by the Isrweli Fostal
puthorities on books msil2d directly from Am-
erics to the West Bank is peing followed up %o
determine if this is not in violstion of some
Intern: tionsel lsw. Quite obviously it is.
Repeated conferesnces on thia subject led in
1950 to the adoption of the so-called Florence
Aagreement by the UNSSCO Genersl Jonference.
The msin provisions of the lgresment is the
eliminstion of teriffs, discriminstory tsxstion
and to some extent other trsde berriers.

"article 1: the Conirscting States undertake
not to spply customs duties or other charges
on, or in conneciion with, the importstion
of (a) Books, publicstions end documenis,
listed in Annex A to this Agreement...”

I cannot determine if Isrzel hss sigued
the hgreement, but is hss keen determined that
Isrgel hss not sdhered to it. Wnhat can be done?

- 14 -

PR DT

/
»

¥

¥n



d:'_l;’nﬂﬂ

Lack of space for students %o study in the
evenings in the Librery 1s & growing problest
As the westher gets colder, Spsece in the Library
pecomes less evsilable. As more students sre
ecrowded together the stmosphere becomes more
tsocisl' @s well. It hae been suggested that
the snsck-bsr or dining room be made aveileble
for student use during the hours from T:00 to
9:30, the ssme ewenings the Librery is open.
There is however the guestion of hsving some-
one responsible for the geourity of the building,
but this is not & problem. Ovening the anack-
bsr might slleviste the pressurs in the LibIary.
Some solution must be found.

Since thne lsat couple of gquestions in these
erticles hsve been too eimple, try this. In
the following line of letters cross oui six
letters so thst the remsining letters, without
sltering their sequencs, will spell & familier
English word:

BESAINXLEATNTEARS

A Social Gathering

The Board of Trustees of the Uni-
versity invited all Faculty members to
a tea party at the Y W C A on Thursday

Dec., 1lL. 1978. Various issues were dis-

cussed that are of mutual interest and
it was agreed to have more gatherings
of this sort.
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Palestine

General area 27,000 Kma
Land area 26,310 Kn°
Water areas 690 Km (Lake Taburiyya and

half of the Dead Sea)

The greatest length betwseen Al-Mutilia and
Gulf of Agaba is 430 Km.

The greatest width beiween Rafah and the
Dead Sea is 117 Km.

Thﬁ araa of Palestine occupied 1948 is
20255 Emc land and 445 ¥m2 water surface.

The West Bank area is 5755 Eme land and
245 water surface.

Gaza stip is 300 Km<,

The Palestanian Villages

In 1596 there was 857 villages
1873 780 "
1945 B34 i

In 1948, 468 arab villages were occupied,
380 of them were systimaticlly destructed.

In 1978 ther is 112 arab villages in the
areas occupied before 1948.

4,00-420 villages in the West Bank.

~:
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EDUCATION

FEducational © ities were provided for the
Palestinian Arabs during the Mandate through three
media : schools established by the government ; schools
established by natives and usually given the name of
private national schools to distinguish them from private
foreign schools; voluntary groupings such as clubs,
societies and cultural organizations.

The base wupon which these educationa. nstitutions

had to build was flimsy indeed. Until 1908 the Ottoman
government had neglected educational services in Pales-
tine, especially in the gemi-independent Sanjak of
Jerusalem. Most of the work in this field had been
left to private initiative Facilities for education in the
villages were almost non-exictent and in the towns very
rare. .
The Turkish authorities, in a bid to ronciliate Arab
public opinion after the Young Turks' Revolution in 1908,
imposed a special tax, collected from both town dwellers
and farmers, for the purpose of opening srhools in the
Arab areas of the Empire. The medium of instruction in
the new schools was Arabic rather than Turkish; the
authorities thus hoped to assure the Arabs that the new
covernment would allow them to develop theic own eul-
ture. Although it was intended as a sten calculated towards
lessening the influence of the secret societics that were
active in the Arab provinces, the move played into the
hands of these organizations, which used the srhools as &
means for strengthening Arab naticnal ronsciousness.t

The nurther of pupils reached by these sehols,

' Antonius, The Arab Awakening, pp 220-221.
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however, was limited, for, realizing their mistake, the
Ottoman authorities halted the execution of the plan.
According to the statistical data available for 1911, the
&chool age population of Palestine was about thirty-eight
thousand boys and 35 thousand girls. Six thousand boys
and fifteen hundred girls attended government schools,
while private and foreign schools took charge of about
geven thousand bovs and twenty-five hundred girls.® In
other words only slightly more than twenty per cent of the
school age population was in school.

The form of the mandatory authorities' plan for
educational services in Palestine wag determined by the
attitude of the Jews. who intended to run their schools
on ethnic lines, with as little interference by the authorities
as possible. The resultant provision of the Mandate
guve each Palestinian community the right to maintain
its own schoo's for the education of ite members in iis
own language. However, the passive attitude of the Arabs
in thig field in the first two years of the Mandate forced
the authorities to assume direct control over an educa-
tignal system for the Arab population.

In spite of the cfforts by the Palestine Department
of Edueation in providing educational opportunities for the
Arahs, facilities remained inadequate throughout the
Mandate. The last figures available for the period show
that in 1946 the Department of Education engaged
eighteen hundred teachers, while attendance at its schools
in towns and villages had reached 63,141. 49375 boys
and 13.768 eirls. Non-government schools were attended
by 40,723 students, 24,791 boys and 15.832 girls. The
total Arab school age population was estimated at 157.700

* These statisrica were gathered by Ahmad Samih s'.Khalidi
the prinelpal of the Arab College in Jerusalem cited in M P
Ahcarius Palestine  (London. Hutchinson and Compiny. 1948).
pp. 101-162,



boys and 144200 g.ra. Thus still only ihirty-four per -
:engi‘_ﬂ:le achool age population was receiving education.

A far greater proportion of chidren went te school
in the towns than in the rural areas. in 1946 only twenty
per cent of the village schovl age population was in school,
while of the school age children who lived n towns sixty-
seven per cent were In school. Among town dweiling boys
fully eighty-five per cent were receiving education.
Although there are no figures available for the percentage
of literacy in the Palestinian Arab community, one can
judge from the educational statistics that the number
of literate adults increased gradually during the Mandate
and that the townspeople became predominantly literate.

trom the beginmng the schools that were opencd by
the Palestine Department of Education used Arabic as a
medium of instruction. The system was divided into three
ievels of schools: elementary. in which students spent
seven years ; lower secondary. where instructics continued
for two more vears: and higher secondary for two addi-
tional years. After completing thia eleven year program,
a pupil usually sat for the Palestine Matriculation Exami-
aation, which would entitle him to a high school diploma.

The majority of schools opened in the twenties and
early thirties were on the glementary level. As of the
mid-thirties Palestine had only six lower secondary
government schouls, and these were located in Jerusalem,
Haifa, Jaffa, Nablus. Hebron and Gaza — the centers of
the admunstrative districts of the Mandate. The top two
students in the senior classes of each of these schools
were admitted, upon graduation, to one of the two higher
secondary schools in Jerusalem. the Arab College and the
Rashidiyyah College. Some of the students of these two

3 Hawliyyat al-Thagatah ol drabivyah  *The Encyclopedia

of Arah Fducation') edited by-Sati’ al-Husri (Caire . Arah League
Publications, 19491, vol, 11, pp. 13-14. :

-28 =



institutions continued for professional training for two
years in the education section of the Arab Collegg and
were gubsequenily appointed as teachers in government
schools. By ihe end of the Mandate, the number of lower
gceondary schools opened by the Department of Education
hed wicen to tweaty spd that of the higher secondary
to eightd

In the nigher secondary schools emphasis was plaged
upon the Arsbic language end Arab history. Furopean
history was also taugbt. In sddition, all of these schools
had calturs! and educational societies, which held weekly
gesaions and invited prominent persons 1o address the
atudents Becausze of the official hostility toward purely
political topics, most of +hese lecturers addressed themsel-
vea to tor ics from Arab mstory or compared the progress
of the Europeans vith the backwardness of the Arabe. Sc-
e tried to offer soliticns for the problem of cultural and
technical stagnation snd encouraged their listeners to
drop outmoded practices. A few lecturers, however, dealt
directly with the Zionist threat to the country; one such
lecture led to a demonstration and resulted in the seconds-
rv school in Nablus being closed for a week.”

Textbocks for these schools, especially in Arab
history and Arabic literature. were brought from Egypt
until the early forties, when Palestinian Arab writers
began to produce their own. Most of the Palestinian Arab
students thus became zequainted with the contributions
of Egyptian cultural leaders such as Taha Husan., Ahmad
Hasan al-Zavvat and 'Abd al-Qadir al-Mazini. They read
the historical novels of Jurji Zaidan, which provided &

+ Katul «I-Talim N Filastim, pp. 125-130.

2 Ahd a'-Qadlr Yusuf, MHustepbal al-Tarbiyah fi al-'Alam aol-
‘Arabi fi Dy’ al-Tairbiok al-Faastimiyyeh {(“The Future of Fdu-

cation in the Arah World in the Light of the Palestine Experlence™)
(Cairo, 19521, pp. 60-68.
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survey of the development of Arab history.®

Teachers for these schools were recruited from the
holders of the Palestine Matriculation Certificate, from
the few who had studied at universities in other Arab
countries — mostly in Egypt or at the American Universi-
ty of Beirut, and from the graduates of the Arab College
in Jerusalem. The Arab College (formerly known as the
Covernment Teachers College) assumed increasing impor-
tance as a supplier of teachers in the late thirties and
in the forties. Most of the professors at the college had
received their education in Western universities, chiefiy
in England, where they had become acquainted with
European nationalist ideas. During the forties Miqula
Zivadah, in particular, imbued his students with a feeling
of national consciousness which thev carried with them
to the various schools to which they were assigned after
graduation. He personally supervised the activities of the
cultural society at the college and encouraged the studenis
to invite persons known for their national devotion fo
speak at the society's weekly meetings. He also arranged
student trips to places of national historic importance.’

Some Palestinian Arabs were not satisfied with the
way the mandatory authorities discharged their education-
al obligations In the thirties Georges Antonius. a senior
official at the Department of Education. and Khalil Totah,
the principal of the Government Teachers College in
Jerusalem, summarized these complaints before the
Investigation Commission of 1936. Antonius accused the
Department of Education of not taking into account the
social and eultural development of the Arabs. He charged
that the personne! of the Department lacked flexibility and
that the attitude of the directors of the Depart-

s Ibid., p. 43

+ These comments are the resuit of the personal experience
of the writer who was one of the students of Nigula Ziyvadah In
the Rashidivyah College in the late forties.
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ment's program for education would inevitably alienate
the Palestinian Arabs from the administration. Totah
gtated that the Arabs were aggrieved by not being given
direct control over the education of their children. The
educational system as applied, he explained, was entirely
aimed at creating a submissive mentality among Palesti-
pian youth, who would then acquiesce in the formation of
a Jewish national home in Palestine.”

The assertions of Antonius and Totah notwithstanding,
the Arab school system of Palestine did contribute
imamensely to the enhancement of mational consciousness
in its students. As the report of the Royal Commission
of 1936 described it, it was :

_.as purely Arab in its character as the Jewish
gystem is Jewish. The teaching is in Arabic enly;
apart from gscientific subjects, the curriculum is
almost wholly devoted to the literature, history and
traditions of the Arabs; and all schoolmasters from
the humblest village teacher to the head of the
Government Arab College are Arabs.?

Moreover, the events of the thirties and forties
revealed that the spirit of nationalism dominated the
majority of the pupils at government schools. They
participated in the gtrikes that took place in 1929 and
1933, and in 1936 they took part in the movement of civil
disobedience called for by the Arab Higher Committee,
forcing the authorities to close schools all over Palestine
for six months.*

Another medium of education in Palestine, in addition
to the government schools, was the private academic
institution; some of these were opened by Arabs and some

« Pulisbiae Rogal Commission! Minntes of Evidence Heogrd al

Publir Sexsioms {London HMSO 1937), pp. 351-364.
o Cmd 5479, clted in Hurewitz 1he Struyyle for Palratine, pp-

A7-58
1 Yusuf Muataqbael al-Tarbiyah, pp. 142-143.
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by foreigners. In the forties the private schools gave
instruction to forty per cent of the Arab student popula-
tion of the country.® While Arab private schools were
scattered all over Palestine, foreign schnols were concen-
trated in  Jerusalem, whuwh had eleven government
schools, seven Areb prmivate, and forty foreign.”” Palestine
had six leading Arab private secondary schools, one in
each of the centers of the administrative districts. All of
them gave eleven years of tmstruction and prepared their
students for the Palestine Matriculation Examination.
The most important were the Najah National College of
Nebius and the Nahdah College of Khalil al-Sakakini in
Jerusalem.

Al-Najah College was estabiished in 1920. The found-
ing Board of Trustees defined its goals as: firstly,
nroviding @ suitable atmosphere for adolescence and
bringing out the students’ potential for responding te his
society; secondly. forming character and breeding Tove of
work: third. strengthening the pational conscicusness of
the student and implanting in him respect for. and devotion
tp, the Arabs' cultural heritage. and awareness of the
inseparable bonds of the Arab nation throughout the Arab
world, In view of the conditions in Palestine during the
Mandate, the third goal came to avershadow the first
two. The curricula of the college, while following the
basic requirements of the Department of Education,
devoted more time than government schools to Arabic
language and literature and Arab history. Furthermore,
a greater emphasis was put on extra-curricular activities,
in particular on discussions. lectures and trips."

it See above, p. 80

e tAEr mleArf ALWwataesdl * Tarikh al-Quds ("A Detailed
History of Jemisalem™ b fJeri=alpm 18610 p, 444,

1% This mformation s hized on the offirlal records of a'-Majah

Colleze to which the writer Wwas given ACCERS by Qadri Tugan,
the former principal of the coliege.
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The secondary division of al-Najah College drew
students from all the major towns of Palestine, especially
after the opening of boarding facilities 1 1928. The
college's records of the mid-thirties show that of the two
hundred and fifty students in the secondary division one
hundred came from outside Nablus. During the forties
the students constituted only one-half of a total
attendance of three hundred and twenty.

(ne of the more ¢ONSpiCuUDUS activities of the college
was an annual festival to which the leading personalifies
of the Palestine Arab community were invited. The
students usually produced a stage performan. e based on
episodes in the history of the Arabs. This festival was
held each year from 1930 to 1046, with the exception of
the three years of the 1038-1939 revolt. Eariy in 1036 a
demonstration by the students of the college prompted a
movement of civil disobedience in Nablus and led to the
closing of the college by the military authorities in the
town. After one year the college was reopened under the
close supervision of the British administration, and only
resumed its regular activities after 1939.

Anather activity of the college that attracted large
andiences wos the semi-annual lecture sponsored by the
Literary Club of the school, at which a leading man of
lelters was invited to spesk. A committee of students
usually chose the topic and the lecturer and, as in the
case of the annual festivities invitations were sent to the
leading Palestinian personalities. The text of the lecture
would appear in the local press.

Foreign schools played a  less imporiant  rele than
the Arab private schools in epreading national conscious-
ness among Palestinian youth. Alost of the foreign schools
were run by missinnary bodies and the medium of instrue-
tion was a foreign language, usuaily English or French.
The teachers at these schools were either foreigners or
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Arabs with_a Western educational background. Hence,
the students who attended such institutions acquired some
knowledge of Western attitudes and modes of life. Most
of the graduates of these schools held the view that the
welfare of the Arabs in the future depended on the degree
to which the Arab people could substitute Western ideals
and habits for traditional ones.™

In some other Arab countries, notably Lebanon and
Egypt, Western missionary schools had the unintended
effect of heightening national consciousness, as resent-
ment against their methods of discipline and occasional
religious bias became part of a generai snti-foreign scn-
timent. However, no such development took place in
Palestine.®®

The third educational medinm for the Arab commu-
nity of Palestine was some thirty clubs located in the
various towns and big villages. Some of them (iwo in
Nablus, three in Jerusalem, and one in Hebron) were
founded in the early twenties. Others, in Juffa, in Acre,
and two in Haifa, were opened in the thirties. By the late
forties, every Palestinian Arab town with a population of
ten thousand or more had at least one such club.'®

The activities of these clubs and their participation
in the life of the society differed from one to another,
“but the typical club had = literary committee, a political
committee, an athletic committee and a library; a few
also had students’ committees. All educated Palestinian
Arabs were members of one or another of these clubs.
The total membership in each of them wvaried between
three thousand, in the cage of the Arab Club of Nablus,

14 Hahib Amin Kuranl. “The Tnter-action of Islamic and West-
ern Thought in the Arab World " Near Bastern Culiure and Sociely,
edited. by T. C. Young (Princetoa: Princeton Umniversity Press,
1951), p. 155. ;

1 Katul, el-Ta'lim fi Filastis, pp. 180-183.

w Yusuf, Muafagbsl al-Tarbiych, pp. 200-.294,
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which was sponsored by the Palestine Arab Party during
the thirties, and about 2 hundred, in the case of the Li-
terary Arab Club of Beersheba.”

A major activity of these clubs was lectures and dis-
Pussion groups. Some lectures dealt with aspects of Arab '
civilization; others with the social and economic ills of
Arab society in Palestine and the other Arab rountries.
Religious ocrasions, like the birthday of the Prophet Mu-
hammad. the New Year's day of the Muslim calendar, and
the first day of the Muslim holy month, Famadan, were
usually celebrated by 2 festival which began with an
address discussing the historical role of the occasion being
celebrated. The political committees of the ciubs sponsored
lectures on the danger of the Zionist movement to the
Arabs, on pan-Arabism and on Western imperialisi.
Certain snniversaries served as nccasions for lectures and
discussions in all the clubs: the Balfour Declaration; the
first shot fired by Husain ibn Ali, marking the beginuing
of the Arab Revolt against the Ottomans; the execntion
of the three Arabs of Hebron; the peginning of the 1936-

1939 revolt.

Discussion groups usuaily examined a specific episode
of the history of the Arabs or a comtemporary event in
Palestine or other Arab country. Sometimes the discussion
worild he based on a recently published book that was to
we discussed, copies of it circulated among the members
prior to the session.

1t The Information given here 1s derived from the personal
experience of the writer in the late forties, from conversations
with some of the members of the chiba, and from examipation of
the recorda and l'hraries of the nineteen cluha that continued their
activity in the Arah part of Palestine after the ternination of the -
1iritish Mandate. Most important of these latter were the cluhs of
Jeru=dtem. Wahluz, Hebron. Janin,  Ramallah. Bethlehem. and
Tulkarm.

1% Zee above, pp. 6887
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