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LIBRARY OUTLOQK

by
Wayne Derrick
Library Director

The status of the Birzekt University
Library is presently dynamic, especially
as far as collection development and space
is concerned. The collection will increase
by approximately 25% during the current
1978/79 academic year. From the present
collection of some 35,000 titles, the. budget
will provide for such an increase. 8,000
new titles will be added,

Along with this dynamic projection,
the question of space has become one for
which no immediate solution has yet been
found. This paucity of space also includes
areas for processing all library materials.
A temporary solution to the space problem
can be found in acquisition of material on
microform, both 16mm and 35mm fiche and
film. "Readers" for this medium have still
to be purchased, although presently there
is a 35mm film reader for library use. The
New York Times 1s available, with index,
for 1977 and part of 1978.

Acquisition of books, aside from the
usual difficulties of transport to the Vest
Bank from other countries, has again been
subjected to duty imposed by the Israeli
government. Because such duty is counter
to international agreement, this will-not
be paid. This duty, regquired once before
within the past six months, and summarily
lifted, was based on the same arbitrary rules
with which it was imposed. It is hoped
that this present shippment of books may
also enjoy the same duty-free conditiomn.



The decision last year to change
the collection from the Dewey systemn
to that of the Library of Congress is
a process that requires great attention
to detail and accuraCy. Al11 new titles
will be in the adopted Library of Congress

system.

Thus, the 1978/79 academic year is
frought with portent for the Library of
2irzeit University as the challenge of
increased acquisition needs and decreased
space availability combine. The light
2t the end of the tunnel is the new
1library building on the site of the new
canpusSe
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