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Abstract:

the aim of the study is to seek out the constraints and reasons for not
having enough green spaces in the region, and the study is in the major
cities in the northwest of Bethlehem Governorate, despite of there are
some international forums that concern with environmental aspect, but
there is a negligence of the environment in the structural schemes of the
regions Beit Jala, Bethlehem and Beit Sahur. Through the study, existing
green spaces were identified and surveyed, and the environmental aspect
of reason for the marginalization in the region. The importance of the study
is that it is being examined in areas that have not taken their right to
previous studies, as these areas have been studied and extent to which
municipalities are concerned about environmental aspect. To address some
of the issues that concern for the place and the manufacture of new places,
the green spaces are right of all members of society to reach and access
them. Some approaches have been used to achieve the objectives of the
study, such as the historical approach, to study the variability of green
spaces through the structural schemes that available for study area, and
the delineation of its green spaces in it, and knowing how far the building

has encroached on these areas despite their planning by Using Geographic



information systems (GIS), as well as analytical descriptive approach,
through which the places of study and the analysis of the master plans
were described to see developments that have been carried out, and the
environmental aspect of the structural schemes has been detected, as well
as the (GIS) have been used to determine spatial distribution of green
spaces, following the classification of Corine land cover system. Several
interviews were conducted to identify the extent to which the stakeholders

were aware of green areas.

One of the most important findings of the study is that most of the green
spaces are accessible to all people only under certain conditions and
restrictions; they are not open to all members of society. Among them,
there are no differences between the three municipalities in terms of
increasing the green areas, and planning for streets and tourism is more
important than providing space. There is a decline in the green areas
planned for 1987 compared with the current time in Beit Jala, where the
area has fallen to 22 metric Acers (dunums) but it was 72 dunums in 1987

and now 50 dunums, as it fell 14 dunums in the city of Beit Sahur as



compared to the 1958 masetr plan was 320 dunums and now 306, and

Bethlehem city did not include green spaces in its old master paln.
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