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Summary

The Jihadist Movements in Africa between Expansion and International
Responses “Boko Haram as a case study” (2000-2015) is the master's thesis is
being presented, to be granted my master's degree in international studies. It aims
in seeking the reasons of the establishment and distribution of the Jihadist Islamic
Movements in Africa's region, and the international reactions and feedback
towards these movements.

A comprehensive research was conducted for the history of Nigeria in
different phases, up to reaching to Boko Haram, by demonstrating the
demographic combination of the political, tribal and ethnical status and the
geographical natural resources that the Nigerian federal union is enrichened with.
And it also presented the nature of the political system that was used to run the
country, in addition to its military capability that contributed in many of the
responsibilities, to maintain the peace and stability both regionally and
internationally.

The thesis exposed the transformation of the several religious speeches in
Africa, which is known for its spreading the Sufism methods, the traditional
religious speech patterns, limiting the Clergy role in the general ethics and how to
perform religious rituals, reaching to the level of formulating the movements and
Islamic organizations, which suggested Islamic reformatory visions for important
issues, which intersects with the core of the Religious renewal speech that gave a
whole new horizon, to deal with the modernized issues of eastern and democracy
and the concept of identity and loyalty in the Africa reality, in dealing with the
confrontation of the attempt of Neutralization of the religion change, through
validating the secularism constitutions that believes in separating religion from the
state and emphasize on the right to belief.

The thesis concentrated on explaining the ideology of the Sunni group Boko
Haram and its structure, in which they seek to eliminate the secular state
established in Nigeria, and to resist the people that deviated from the Islamic
learnings and preferred the Western learnings over it, leading to direct

implementation to all the Islamic Sharia learnings, in attempting to enforce its



vision towards the current policies in Nigeria, side by side with all that the
security threats that was caused by Boko Haram on the African region and
international great powers regions.

The study focused on mapping out the loyalty of the Jihadist movements in
the African coast region, and how Africa formed an incubator environment for the
extremist groups and a fertile area for the various armed groups and enhancing
their reasons for their existence.

The thesis analyzed the tools used by Nigeria in confronting Boko Haram,
and the way the country dealt with the issue was considered the key to dealing
with the different issues Nigeria, as country and society are encountering in all
different levels of their tribal, racial and ethnical components. Also, the thesis
focuses on the regional efforts of the neighboring countries for Nigeria in
confronting Boko Haram.

The strategic study and the United States of America's initiatives elaborated
on the Jihadist Movements confrontations in the Africa region, from the United
States of America's strategic perspective, by setting a political plan to promote for
Liberal democracy, redrawing the political map in Africa, reaching the areas with
conflicts and enrolling the African states into the "Anti-Terrorism alliance"”
initiative.

The thesis highpoints the French's role in the African region, which is seeking
to achieve mutual political and economic interests, by seeks protecting its best
interests through its strategic activities in Africa. France sees that its national
security extends to the African region. The thesis highlights the United Nations'
reactions and feedback towards the escalating events in Nigeria, and it identifies
the tools and mechanisms the United Nations which shapes its policies and
agendas in the area, with all the active parties that are confronting the consequent
humanitarian crisis, and the policies that were followed through the international
organizations in dealing with this issue.

The thesis concluded with the role of the African union in confronting Boko
Haram, which announced on the ability to provide a regional strategy in fighting

terrorism and assisting the member states in preparing a plan in fighting the



Armed Group,. Finally at the last chapter will answer several hypotheses and
questions, through the analysis and critical reading on the different regional, local

and international policies in handling the reasons of developing of the Boko
Haram in the first place.
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