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Abstract

Foreign policy is in part a projection of the internal processes of
the state, while also subject to the dynamics of international rela-
tions and thus the structure of the international system. This thesis,
titled: “How Domestic and Foreign Policy Interact: The U.S and Mexi-
can Immigration as a Case Study,” examines the implications of the
interaction between the domestic and foreign policies of the United
States with regard to the issue of immigration, and explores the ways
in which the US government deals with the issue, now recognized as
a critical subject in international relations. The specific example of
Mexican immigration in the United States is seen as a model in ana-
lyzing the question more generally, and as an example of the interac-
tion of foreign and domestic issues in the formulation of US policies.

At the outset, we present a theoretical model of the interaction
between a state’s internal and foreign policies. Our model combines
constructivist with neorealist international relations theory, since
taken alone, neither one of these (nor any of the alternative theoret-
ical models) proves satisfactory as an explanatory framework.

We move from there to researching the historical record regard-
ing United States policy towards immigration in general. In so doing,
we analyze US immigration laws (chapter three), in which we also
shed light on the specificity of Mexican immigration as a cornerstone
in the history of US immigration policy.

Chapter Four analyzes the implications of the interaction between
the domestic and foreign policies of the United States in its relation-
ship with Mexico. We fin that US internal factors (such as identity,
ideology, and political speech) are at least in part motivated by dis-
criminatory or even racist elements.have discriminatory and racist
inclinations. Such factors are apparent in the historical definition of
“the stereotypical American Identity”. The case of Mexico thus shows
how these elements have been defining factors in the crafting of US
foreign policy.

Key Words: Foreign Policy, Internal Policy, Immigration, United
States, Mexico
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Mexican Immigration." Library of Congress. n.d.
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/imm
igration/mexican.html, (accessed November 2, 2016).
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Country Quota Country Quota Country Quota
Germany 51,227 Poland 5,982 Africa 1,100

(other than Egypt)
Great 34,007 Italy 3,845 Armenia 124
Britain and
Northern Ireland
Irish Free 28,567 Czechoslov 3,073 Australia 121
State (Ireland) akia
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nd zealand & Pacific
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of Danzig
Iceland 100 Bulgaria 100
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urg
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Total 164,667
Annual
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problems in securing the signature of newly elected U.S. President
Bill Clinton in the United States, began a campaign in favor of the

treaty with the argument that the only way to head off an invasion of
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the United States by millions of Mexicans was with Clinton’s signa-

ture on the Agreement.243"
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