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Abstract
This study aimed to examine the impact of women's work outside

the house on their participation in family decision, by comparing the
participation in family decisions between working and non-working
women. In addition, the study sought to investigate the impact of some
background variables (religion, age, family income, number of years of
study, and number of family members) on participation in family
decisions. A systematic random sample of 200 women, 100 working
women and 100 non-working women, was selected. For the purpose of
analyzing the data, multiple regression analysis was mainly used. The
data was collected by a questionnaire composed of two parts of questions:
questions measuring the independent variables, and questions measuring
the dependent variable (participation in family decisions). In addition,
open and in-depth interviews with ten women, five working women and

five non-working women, were conducted.

In general, the results suggest that there is a relationship between
women's work outside the house and their participation in family
decisions. The findings indicate that working women participate in family
decisions more than non-working women. This can be attributed mainly
to the economic independence of working women and to their
participation in the family budget. The findings also show indicate that
there is a positive relationship between women's years of study and their
participation in family decisions. There is a negative relationship between
age of women and participation in family decisions. The findings also
indicate the existence of a relationship between the women's religion and
participation in family decisions. Christian women participate in family

decisions more than Muslim women.
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