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ADbstract

Teaching Critical Thinking Through Activitiesin
Environmental Education for Basic Tenth Grade in Ramallah
and Al-Bireh District
By
Hazem Rushdi Abu-Jazar
Supervisor
Dr Khawla Shakhshir Sabri
This study aimed to teach critical thinking through environmental
education activities to 10" grade in Ramallah and Al-Bireh District. The
population of the study is 5038 students in 101 schools. The sample
consists of two schools one for boys and the other for girls. The sampleis
splited into a controlled group and an experimental one. The
experimental group included 58 students and the controlled consisted of
64 students. The researcher designed six activities, to be implemented in

10classes.

The activities were judged by specidlists in education in addition to one
of the authors of the text book ‘Health and Environment’. Glasser-
Watson test is used to measure critical thinking skills after being judged
by specialists in education interested in critical thinking. Supervisors
followed up cognitive acceleration through science education (Case). The
validity of the test was (0.74.)



The present study has aimed to answer the following main research
guestion:

Can we teach critical thinking skills through activities in

environmental education?
The main question branched into the following sub questions:
1- Did the students who were taught critical thinking through
environmental  education acquire its skills?
2- Is there any difference in acquiring critical thinking skills due to
gender?
Twelve Null hypotheses were issued, (1-6) for the first question. And (7-
12) for the second question. The data was analyzed by using
(independent t-test). The final results indicated that the statistically
difference in hypotheses predication skill, it was in favor of the
experimental group. While have been no difference between the two
groups in expository skill, evaluating skill, inference skill, deduction skill
and the the total score of critical thinking.
Also, no statistically significant difference exists between females and
males in acquiring critical thinking skills, hypotheses predication,
expository, inference, deduction, and the total mark of critical thinking.
But there was statistically significant difference in the evaluating skillsin
favor of the females.
This study recommended the following:
Students should learn critical thinking skills through activities in

environmental education



Students should learn critical thinking skills through activities in other
subjects.

Post studies such as:
Studies should be done on teaching critical thinking through activities in
environmental education and other subjects and for long time. And
analyze the content of the health and environment science. Also Studies
should be done to determine the obstacles of teaching critical thinking in

governmental schools.
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