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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate environmental awareness in general and
ecotourism in particular of locals, tourists, and visitors in Jericho
governorate. Also, the study aims to examine the extend of social and
economical understanding of the ecotourism in the subjects included in
the study. This will be used as an input for studying the possibility
of applying ecotourism in the included study region. Furthermore, the
study seeks to suggest ecotourism locations and tracks in Jericho
governorate.

To meet the objectives of the study, dedicated questionnaires were
designed and disseminated to the involved subjects. The questionnaires
included information about sex, educational level, residence, and
others aimed at identifying subjects with prior knowledge of
ecotourism. The completed questionnaires were collected and analyzed.
Results were tabulated using Cross tabs.
The results of the study show that all the subjects had a certain
level of environmental awareness. Males had higher score than females
in the locals while opposite trends was found in tourists and
visitors. These observed findings can be related to the educational
level. In the locals, the educational level was higher in males than
females where the opposite was found tourists and visitors.
The results also show positive effects on the economical sector within
the study area through offering job opportunities and subsequent
income improvement for locals. No effect was found with regards to
social aspects.
In conclusion, establishing ecotourism in Jericho is possible giving
that the regional ecotourism principles are preserved. Upon the above

findings, three tracks of ecotourism were established in Jericho



region, WadiNoaima, and WadiFasayel based on several environmental,

cultural, historical, and landscape factors
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BIRZEIT UNIVERSITY
Geography department
Dear respondent, hello,

The researcher is studying the concept, importance and
environmental effects of eco-tourism in the city of Jericho and its
vicinity. The researcher is though highly appreciating your
response to the following questionnaire accurately and objectively,
knowing that the data will be used solely for the aim of the
scientific research and confidentiality of data is assured.

Thankful for your cooperation

Researcher: Maram Hannoun

Section one: general questions:

1. Sex: a) male b) female

2. social status: a) Single b) Married c¢) divorced

d) Widow
3. Age: a) less than 18. b)18-24 c) 25-30
d) 31-40 e) 41-60 f) more than 60

4. Educational level:
a) less than primary b) secondary c¢) high school
d) Diploma e) B.A f) MA and higher

5. Place of residence: a) city b) village Cc) town

6. Nationality: a) European b) American c) Australian
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d) Asian e) other (Please specify)
7. Job description:

a) Retired b) unemployed c) housewife

d) governmental employee e)laborer f) other
Section two: questions related to environmental awareness
8. Does solid waste (garbage)has an economic value.
a) Yes Db)No
9. Ways to get benefits from organic waste:

a) compost  b) for heat d) Source of natural gas

e) all of the above true f) we can’t use it
10. | think it is important to recycle waste. a) Yes b)No
11. Do you support the recycling of household waste?

a) Yes Db)No

12. Which of the following is important to be recycled in order to

preserve the environment?

a) papers b)glass c)plastic d)clothes e) batteries
f) all the above should be recycled g) don’t care about recycling

13. Where did you throw your waste during your trip?
a) In container b) Put it in a bag till you reach a container
c) Do not care where

14. | am Committed to certain places that are allocated to throw
solid waste. a) Yes b) No

15. Does solid waste has an impact on touristic site.

a) Negatively b) Positively c) Does not effect



128

16. Where do tourists and visitors throws their solid waste during
their journey:

a) In the container b) throw them in the site

c) Putting it in a bag till reaching a container d) All of the above
IS true

17.1s the natural vegetation important to the environment?
a)Yes Db)No

18. 1am Interested in following-up studies and information relating to
the environment and its protection.

a) Yes Db)No

19. | see that the people around me care about environmental
Issues.
a) Yes b)No

20. Are you using clean energy (such as solar energy) for:
a) Not used
b) Used for environmental reasons.

c) Used for economic reasons.
d) Used for economic and environmental reasons.
21. Are you encouraging the using of solar energy.
a) Yes Db)No

Section three: Questions related to ecotourism:
22.In your opinion, does ecotourism include the visits to:

a) Natural places (forests, springs, plain and mountainous
areas)

b) Nature reserves c) archeological sites (historical, religious,
cultural)

d) Recreational sites e) treatment sites (water and mineral
springs)
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f) All about folklore (dress, dabka, music)
g) All of the above could be ecotourism.

23. Do the visit to an archeological sites in a balanced number is
considered by you as ecotourism.
a)yes b)No

24. In your opinion one of the conditions of sustainable tourism is
the preservation of cultural heritage (customs and traditions and
folklore)

a) Yes Db)No

25. In your opinion one of the conditions of ecotourism is that
tourists and visitors should enter to the touristic place in specific
and proper numbers.

a) Yes b)No

26. Dose an area gets negative impact if the number of tourist and
visitor increased above its capacity limit?
a) Yes b) No

27. Ecotourism includes customs, traditions and folklore.
a)Yes Db)No
28. Ecotourism has includes the subject of local folklore.
a) Yes b)No

29. The only and biggest interest of tourism is the economic
benefit.

a) Yes b)No

30. Do you see that there is an opportunity for the establishment of
ecotourism in the city of Jericho? a) Yes b) No

31. Services provided in the city of Jericho is planned to preserve
the environment a) Yes b)No
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32. Services provided in the city of Jericho is planned to sustain
the touristic sites

a) Yes b)No

33.1 find that the number of tourists and visitors in the area is large
and harms the environment. a) Yes b)No

34.1 found it easy to reach the city of Jeric a) Yes Db)No

35. I would like to buy products from Jericho. a)Yes Db)No

36. | find acceptance and respect in the city of Jericho.
a) Yes b)No

37. | have been provided with information about the natural and
touristic areas before the trip
a) Yes Db)No

38. Signs in the area are easy to read and understand
a) Yes b)No

39.If | reached a place that is crowded with visitors and tourists, |
will:

a) Enter it without a problem. b) Do not enter because of the
noise

c) Do not enter to protect the environment

40. Please give the following expressions numbers from 1 (most
important) to 9 (least important) according to what attracts you to
visit the city of Jericho.

Warm weather

Recreational water sources

The green nature

Entertainment places

Archeological sites

Cultural, folklore and heritage

Close to my hotel

Competitive prices

the availability of services and
transportation
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