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Abstract

Although Zionism is often considered a Jewish, 19th-century ideology and
movement, Zionist ideas extend deep into English history and thought. Early
manifestations of Zionism were neither Jewish nor modern, instead, they
were Christian beliefs intertwined with English culture, national identity,
and faith. Ideas of Jewish restoration appeared in England since the 15
century long before the Jewish Zionism of the 19" century, and from its very
beginning, Christian Zionism occupied itself with the fate, glory, and
interests of the English nation and not with the Jews.

I propose that Zionism, much like Orientalism, is a system of thought
dominating the English perception of both Jews and Palestine. I examine
this through a discourse analysis of related English literature from the
Middle Ages to the 20th century. The literature I examine includes historical
and religious studies, travel writings, memoirs, letters, folktales, novels, and
poems all related to Palestine or the Jews.

Zionist themes, such as the Jewish exile, Jewish separation as an ethnically
unique people, God’s curse on Palestine, the restoration of the Jews, the re-
establishment of a Jewish kingdom in Palestine, and others, appear
repeatedly and consistently in English literature related to Jews or Palestine.
Zionist concepts even made their way into other English discourses related
to imperialism, the colonization of the Americas, and British-European
relations.

The perpetuation of Zionist themes and ideas throughout this extended body
of English literature, I propose, is an indication of the domination of
Zionism as a cultural form in relation to Palestine and the Jews in England.

Zionism, it must be noted, was neither objective nor innocently mistaken.
The Zionist tropes said less about Palestine or the Jews than about the
English. Just as Orientalism provided predisposed perceptions instead of
truths about “The Orient”, Zionism did not reflect the realities of Palestine
or the Jews, as it insisted on imposing its own projections unto them. The
English biblical scholars, archeologists, or adventure travelers in Palestine
from the 17" century were looking for what they already knew existed, and
not what was actually there.

Through the proliferation of Zionist themes and ideas in England by
generations of writers, thinkers, travelers, religious figures, and religious



institutions, Zionism became an authority on all matters relating to Palestine
and the Jews. Zionist “truths” are taken as such without critique or inquiry;
the Jew is thus different from the Anglo-Saxon, Palestine is thus an empty
desert, and the Palestinians are thus a temporary presence in a land promised
to another people. Within the Zionist discourse, these are mere truths, they
do not need proof as they cannot be disproven.

My proposal to consider Zionism as a dominating discourse in England is
unique in that it suggests that Balfour, Lloyd-George, or any other non-
Jewish Englishman of the 20" century, did not need to actively believe in
Zionism in order to think and act like a Zionist. Zionism, at that point, did
not require belief.

Far from its English origins, Zionism is now the dominant discourse relating
to Palestine in Israel, Europe, and the United States. Even those opposing
Zionism base their rejection of it on factors other than the Zionist falsehoods
they most likely believe as facts of history.

Without realizing the dominance of Zionism in Western culture, the
Palestinian narratives will constantly fail to provide a viable alternative to
the Zionist narrative. So far, Palestinian narratives have only strengthened,
and sometimes unintentionally adopted, Zionism. Denouncing Judaism as
part of the Palestinian history, for example, only works to prove the Zionist
myth of Jewish exile, and so does arguing against Jewish “return” by saying
that Jews left too long ago to have any claim to Palestine. Without
understanding how these deeply rooted ideas formed, we may end up
believing them ourselves.
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All ) Osdss J 24 (Anna Trapnel) dil s U 4l 4 cil 1654 ol iy
"Aapail) gl ) 038 ) ASLaall dlain () " sles Ciiaal 33las Lilelial i (Hallows
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oial) QUSH U8 by cagrand oy o J alladl olaly JS 8 2y o Y 25l il ¢
(Tuchman 1984, 140) & ¥ Lilay s 4l " ¥ (ol Jadiy o ang il ol
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S s agdl Al sad) cpall day JB "cudall ) lag) Ced” Al Gliiel
o o e ST el ol Ga pads 50 ) Baa e ST " (Joseph Caryl)
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21555 Bk 0o LS g ladll agiliBle



71

b A Sl el HliaY) 8 (1656 ale in paind A (Jsgil 5 el dpadl (eSS
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ladl 2 seall 8ase slal Jlaal) 4l & Jigas S rlad o o) Jrdll 3 (K ol
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IS A Al dpanl) o palaill ) yilas) S gla s ¢l ) sall oS 2635 (1660 ple
Ge AT Al iy o Gawe WS Al gl Y1 (ST ageSa Ui (e aaY) 3 )
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S il e sana Ul O i Ay Jsn e |silad) & i) e 1665 ale
o i Lao 2ggall Jladl e ¥ gaid 38T s0lgi g GLS (o3 Ladid L A pmie L1iliS)
A New Letter from Aberdeen in Scotland Sent to a Person of ) J4
Quality Wherein is a More Full Account of the Proceedings of the
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Ay A S Ll o o silad] (e sl
S L3S S Dmpusall aglliie | 33 ol silad) 350 () dpmiad) slhe) G pand) s
ks s sl B e Gl hema Vi ol 2sedl e of 1l 3 il
OY ¢ihia e S Aglay pll diall 3sedl elae) Of 1l ¢ Al el i g s
Jss ¥ gladl @iy gpladd ) agialeind gl Tge oS ) jilas) (& 5l &S
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