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Abstract

This study explores the phenomenon of Mustarbeen "undercover
operatives”, within the context of the Zionist settler colsonizatism in
Palestine. It aims at interpreting the history of Musta'rbeen as part of Zionist
settlement, where it documents the inception of the path to Arabization from
the first waves of Jewish-Zionist immigration and settlement in Palestine.
Through a meticulous exploration of this history, this thesis reinforces the
claim that understanding the history of Musta'rbeen needs to be coupled with
understanding the history of Zionist settler colonialism in Palestine, especially
given the ongoing experiment of Zionist Arabization as part of the ongoing
experience of Zionist settlement.

The study confirms that the reading of the history of ‘arabization” must be
facilitated by the use of tools and concepts derived from epistemological
discourse of Zionism, which is considered the main source in documenting
the history of ‘Musta'tbeen’. Therefore, the study relies on the following
concepts: violence, orientalism, and settler colonialism. These will be the
keys to explaining the phenomenon of ‘Musta'rbeen’ and will enable an
indigenous reading/writing of its origins, especially since these concepts
formed the foundations and unchanging characteristics of the different
iterations and evolutions of the Zionist Arabization since the beginning of the
Israeli settlement at the end of the 19th century.

Violence has been an essential component of Zionist Arabization, by virtue of
its omnipresent role through the process of constructing both dualities and
colonial boundaries. Orientalism is essential to understanding the meaning of
representation, interpretation, disguise, and the construction of the image and
the status of the ‘Musta'tb’ vis-a-vis the Palestinian. By understanding settler
colonialism as a cumulative and continuous structure that is based on the
practice of destruction/construction, exclusion/control, we conclude that
Arabization is one of its manifestations.



In addition to the main claim of this study, subsequent chapters provide
additional arguments that help reveal the features of the history of Zionist
colonization, through its relationship with the Arabization. The first chapter
presents the central thesis, its main question, in addition to the methodology
and the literature review. These will highlight the central features of the
Zionist narrative regarding the history of the Arabization. Here, the paper
will critique and analyze this narrative in order to build a framework outside
of Zionist discourse that purposely monopolizes and hides sources due to the
geographical location of this study, causing serious impediments to an
indigenous understanding of Zionism.

The second chapter presents the context of the Zionist Arabization since the
early waves of Jewish migration, “Alaiya, followed by the second wave in
1903, through three main factors:

a. The concept of "staying" (sustaining settlement) as a path to understanding
the conception and meanings of the first embryonic expressions of
Arabization during the formation of the settlement society.

b. The concept of security as a conditional response to the reality of survival
of the settlement, and an introduction to the formulation of settler colonial
boundaries.

c. The concept of Zionist Arabization, as a structural part of the
phenomenon of security.

In the third chapter, the study investigates the evolution of Zionist settlement
after the second wave of Jewish Alaiya which led to the appearance of
security organizations and the first material onsets of Arabization. This
investigation will review this period through the end of Ottoman rule, the
British mandate up to the Nakba war of 1948. To illustrate this, the chapter
highlights three axis: establishment; violence and the monopoly on violence;
and institutionalization.

Chapter four deals with the most prominent period in the history of the
‘Musta'rbeen’, after the establishment of the settler colonial state in 1948, and



until the present day. . Through this period, the chapter shows the
continuous path of Arabization, that is coupled with the concept of the
ongoing Nakba. The chapter provides sub-arguments explaining the rise and
changing role of the ‘Musta'rbeen’, within the context of Palestinian
resistance, by considering Zionist Arabization as a reaction to this indigenous
resistance. The chapter presents this through exploring the use of
‘Musta'rbeen’ as an indicator of the intensity and power of the Palestinian
resistance. The chapter will also reveal the four techniques used by
‘Musta'tbeen’, which are recreation, penetration, violence, and chaos. It will
then focus on the role of official Zionist government discourse in recognizing
and establishing the presence of ‘Musta'rbeen’ and giving them a central role
within the settler colonial landscape since the early nineties. During the last
20 years, the Israeli media has been keen to highlight the role and showcase
their image and their effectiveness as part of the state's discourse. The chapter
also explores the state’s desire for the image of the ‘Musta'rib’ to publically
emerge and be seen as a central paradigm within the colonial space in order to
show the extent of its hegemony and power over the colonized to serve the
purposes of control and elimination.

The study concludes that in order to understand the ‘Musta'tbeen’ and their
practices, the phenomenon cannot be isolated from understanding the history
and structure of the Zionist settler colonization of Palestine. By exploring the
multi-layered meanings of violence and chaos as tools of power and at the
same time as targets, one realizes that the colonizer seeks, through the
phenomenon of ‘Musta'rbeen’, to impose continuous control, attempting to
subjugate the Palestinian and surround him/her with an atmosphere of
uncertainty, doubt, fear and constant confusion by continuing to expand the
geographical area and sovereignty of settlements.
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