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Abstract

The Theses argues that the narrative of the “Declaration of
Principles” Agreement, signed by the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) and Israel on September, 13, 1993, its
annexes, and the following related Agreements, and
Understandings, had transformed the historical Official National
Palestinian Discourse. The Theses also, argues that the Zionist
Movement’s Discourse was carefully and intentionally, articulated
in these agreements in order to impose the Zionist Discourse, with
its Security doctrine, in regard to the “Truth” of the relationship
between the Palestinian-Zionism Colonial Power-Colonized
People, in the Post Oslo era.

The argument was tackled in five stages. First, in chapter
one, it explains the Post Colonial Discourses, Edward Sa’ed’s
Theory of Orientalism, and its application to the formation of
relationship between the colonized and their colonlizers, and
Abdul Wahab Al Misiri’s analysis of the Zionist discourse.
Second, in chapter two, it tackles the Zionist discourse and its
Security doctrine in particular, and its practices in relation to the
colonization of Palestine based on ‘“historical rights”. Third, in
chapter three, it walks through the historical background of the

three-staged Palestinian National Discourse.To this respect, the



Study content analysis the Palestinian national Covenent (Methaq)
as a base for the Palestinian historical Discourse, and late
Palestinian President, Yasser Arafat’s speeches, preior to Oslo
Era. Fourth, in chapter four, the thesis analysis the Oslo
Agreements narratives and its application/practices of the Zionist
discourse. Fifth, in chapter five, it examines the extent of changes/
transformation in the Post Oslo Palestinian Official discourse.

The study found that the terminology and concepts
articulated in the Oslo Accords, which mirrors (to a great degree)
the terminology and concepts of the Zionist discourse, and its
“Truth”, in turn, has been, to a large extent, adopted, through the
power of discourse, by the Palestinian Official discourse,
particulary, through its acceptance to the colnolizing power to
exist on 78% of Palestine, thus, paved the road for Israel to
demand more of the Palestinians, to achieve its ultimate goal:
change the nature of the conflict, and present itslf as any other

state, not a colonial state.
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“Liberman: Abbas’ Actions are “Pure Diplomatic Terror” Haaretz. September 13, 2012.
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Remarks by Palestinian Yasser Arafat

By the Associated Press
Accord-signing ceremony at the White House
Friday, October 23, 1998

ARAFAT (through translator): Mr. William Clinton, the president; Mr. Al Gore; Mrs. Madeleine
Albright; members of the U.S. delegation; friends; my co-partner; my main co-partner in the
peace process, Mr. Netanyahu -- and here | will mention my late co-partner, Yitzhak Rabin, and
my co-partner, Shimon Peres -- members of the Israeli delegation, with whom we worked
together until we reached whatever we achieved; my brothers, members of the Palestinian
delegation; ladies and gentlemen, here in this regard | would like to give special tribute from my
heart to His Majesty King Hussein and Her Majesty the queen for everything they presented us.

This is an important and a happy day, a day of achievement that we will always remember with
optimism and hope. It is true that whatever we achieved is only temporary that has been late,
but our agreement in the Wye River underscores that the peace process is going ahead and that
whatever we agreed upon in Madrid/Oslo and in Washington and Cairo is being implemented
on the same bases that have been agreed to.

And that -- we will never go back. We will never leave the peace process, and we will never go
back to violence and confrontation. No return to confrontation and violence.

Please allow me to mention in this connection, first and foremost, to direct my talk to Mr. Bill
Clinton for the long hours, which he exerted during the past 10 days, particularly those 24 hours
that he spent continuously where he was always alert and understanding, creative in order to
bring back history between the cousins.

This friendliness that happened, separated through wars and destruction and violence for so

many years -- and please allow me to present my tribute and acknowledgment to Mr. Al Gore
for whatever he did -- and whatever he does -- for pushing forward and protecting the peace
process, the peace process of courageous people.
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My dear friend, we quite feel grateful to you and to the U.S. people. And indeed, I'm quite
comfortable about the future of my people and that of the small peoples having you as a great
leader of the world, at this great level of youth and sincerity and wisdom.

This mixture of great things is a gift from God to you and to your American people and for
humanity as well.

Your presence at the head of the international politics brings justice in the balance of peace and
coexistence, which is just and well-balanced.

I would also like to send this tribute from my heart to His Majesty King Hussein for his efforts,
even though he has very special health concerns, and his part of the difficulty of the
negotiations that we have gone through.

Please allow me also to talk to Mrs. Albright and to Mr. Sandy Berger and Mr. George Tenet:
You have worked a lot for long months, which was strenuous indeed, during which, my dear
minister, you crossed thousands of miles for peace and the future of our children, and
contributed through your understanding. We all appreciate your efforts.

I would also like to express my gratitude to Mr. Dennis Ross and the U.S. team working with
him for their efforts with us, for long hours and long days, because they did believe in the
importance of peace for us, for our children after us.

This reconciliation between the two peoples, the Palestinian and the Israeli people, will not
divert its path and will go through negotiations on the table, and (off microphone) through
tanks, grenades and barbed wires.

We have achieved today a large step. But it is important -- my co-partner, Mr. Netanyahu -- it is
important in establishing the peace process because this is the peace of the courageous people.

The implementation of the Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, and the principle of land
for peace, achievement of political rights of the Palestinian people and putting every effort
possible in the service of achieving security for all, particularly for the Israeli people.

All this will bring us to the (off microphone) and quickly in the negotiations of the final solution
that will try to achieve just and peaceful and permanent peace in order to complement what
takes place also on the Syrian and the Lebanese paths very soon.

What we achieved together with the leading and effective role of President William Clinton and
his U.S. team is something, if fully and sincerely implemented, will open the door (off
microphone) before the Palestinian and Israeli people for more achievements, more hope and
more optimism -- not only for ourselves, but also for the Middle East regions as a whole.

Once again, I'm saying that it is a big step that came late.
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But it is indeed an important one, because it will allow the return of 13 percent of the
Palestinian land on the West Bank to the Palestinian people, to their sovereignty, and will allow
to double the area where the Palestinian Authority will enjoy full-fledged authority and
sovereignty.

Yes indeed, it is a start that will allow the Palestinian airplanes to fly to and from the Gaza
International Airport, carrying visitors and merchandise, carrying to the whole world the
Palestinian flowers and fresh fruit.

It will also open the door to build the Gaza seaport and the realization of the Palestinian dream
of geographic unification between the regions of the Palestinian land the bank and Gaza
through a secured area.

It will also allow the achievement of real happiness for hundreds of the prisoners of Palestinians
in the Israeli jails, and also for the families everywhere, liberating them. And | will never forget
this in fact for Mr. Netanyahu with the assistance of King Hussein and President Clinton.

I say they would be liberated outside their cells to where there's freedom and participation in
the completion of what we started of this peace process and building their free land with their
heads held high and proud.

I led those children during their struggle for freedom, and they gave their freedom and their
lives for the sake of the land. However, they adopted the peace process, adopted peace, and
stood by peace while they were in the jails. And now, they are joining us in our peace process
for the sake of peace. It is the peace of courageous people.

We have succeeded in the agreement to stop all the unilateral actions that would undermine
the final solution and bring about a difficult climate for negotiations and peace. With this
agreement, we begin the final solution negotiations, which we will take very seriously and (off
microphone), in order to achieve it on its stipulated times in all the agreements we signed
together, which is the fourth of May 1999.

We will have understanding that on this date between us and the Israeli partners; and between
us and our friends in the U.S.; and between us and our brothers, the Arabs, at the forefront of
which is His Excellency, His Majesty King Hussein, and my brother, President Mubarak, who has
been following with commitment what we are doing here in the U.S; and also our brothers, the
Arabs -- the Arab leaders who have been following our work minute by minute.

And | will not forget further Russia as well, and China and Japan, and the states of the UN
(phonetic) -- the nonalignment countries. And in particular, | would like to mention in this
regard the European role, who sent their delegation --Mr. Martinez (phonetic) -- in order to be
here beside us during these discussions.
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We are quite certain that we will stand together here in this place, which is a high-level forum
and under the guardianship of the president, William Clinton, in order to announce the
achievement of permanent peace between Lebanon, the Palestinian and Israeli peoples, that
we have completed the solution on all issues -- the return of the land, the status of Jerusalem,
the status of the settlements, the final frontiers, and the return of refugees, and the just
distribution of water and security and good relations with our neighbors, and that we have
achieved freedom and independence and security for all.

We will begin a new era of new relations, based on equality, mutual feelings and cooperation
between two independent neighboring countries enjoying security and openness with their
neighbors in a regional framework that would bring about peace, justice and stability for all.

Mr. President, President Clinton, Your Majesty, King Hussein, my co-partner, Mr. Netanyahu,
Mr. Al Gore, ladies and gentlemen, | talked in hope and optimism about the future which | hope
will be achieved together through sincere and accurate achievement of whatever we agreed
upon. But | would like to assert in honesty and sincerity that we are fully committed to
whatever is required from us in order to achieve real security and constant peace for every
Israeli person and for the Israeli people.

We will not forget our duties as we underline our rights.

I am quite confident that I'm talking in the name of all Palestinians when | assure you that we
are all committed to the security of every child, woman and man in Israel. Here we have come
to a detailed agreement, and we are committed to play our independent role to keep security,
and we will achieve whatever we promise here.

I will do everything | can so that no Israeli mother will be worried if her son or daughter is late
coming home or any Israeli would be afraid when they heard an explosion. It is true that
nobody can secure 100 percent results of security for all Palestinians and all Israelis.

But | am proud that we were able to work together and we will be able to do more together
with assistance of all our friends all over the world in America and in Europe.

And with great commitment to achieve much more in the years ahead -- yes, indeed, ladies and
gentlemen, we want achievement of the peace of courageous people to end this long suffering
in order to build an independent nation having a lot of democracy and caring for its children.
We want a school and education for every child and young man. We want a job for every man
and woman, and a modern medical clinics and hospitals, and a small house as well, where
everybody feels comfortable and where laughter is heard of happy, healthy kids.

We want that and more for our neighbors and full partners, the Israeli people, and the Arabs.

We want a factory, a lab, an airport and a seaport, a clean environment, and an ability to grow
and to develop. And on the occasion of the new millennium, which represents the birth of Jesus
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Christ in Bethlehem, where his light came out to the world, we would like to receive the whole
world now calling for peace and justice and freedom for a world where there is stability,
fraternity and cooperation.

We would also like to pursue the joint work with our neighbors, the Arabs, as well as the
regional work which is cooperative and successful. And even though our agreement has the
difficulties that we face and my full knowledge of whatever we sign today will only trickle down
to worthless ink on paper unless it is implemented accurately and quickly.

So | call upon President Clinton to remain with us, alert and supportive in order to make sure
that we implement everything we've agreed upon. However, I'm also happy that I call upon my
sons and children in Palestine, in the diaspora and confinements, bringing to them the good
news of a better future where they enjoy a better life with freedom, dignity and an
independent country. | want them to work with me seriously and sincerely in order to do
everything we can, all the sacrifices to build our nation, Palestine.

And so | also say something special for my children, that in our imagination and minds and
conscience, and we will never forget the (off microphone) their efforts and their tortures.

And in particular, | call upon my brothers and sisters in the refugee camps in Lebanon that this
long standing apart will not be long, and they will come back to Palestine in their dignity.

For those who sacrificed for Palestine -- the martyrs, the wounded, the widows, the orphans
and the prisoners, without whom we wouldn't haven't achieved this day -- for freedom for
them all, I tell them that we are going to achieve peace.

To all our brothers, the Arabs, who embraced us in our difficulties and supported us during war
and peace, | tell them that we will continue our effort and will be committed to our cause.

| am really honored with the presence of King Hussein with us to stand with us, supporting our
efforts for peace, even though he needs rest and medical care to go back safe to his kingdom
once again and to the Arab nation and Islamic nation.

Our daily contacts with President Mubarak and Minister Amre Moussa was important in giving
us the sincere advice and support and expertise, and | say the same thing for all the Arab
leaders who were in constant contact with us, supporting us, guiding us and wishing us success
in our effort.

Mr. President, members of the U.S. government, my co-partner, Mr. Netanyahu, and the
delegation, and the Israeli people, the U.S. administration has done every possible and creative
effort for the success of this work that took place on American land and in the hospitality of the
U.S. administration.
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What President Clinton did, along with his colleagues, is rare to see or find anywhere. In spite of
his full schedule, President Clinton gave us his full attention with members of his government
and the officials and scores of experts and assistants for the success of these negotiations and
bringing (off microphone) to this result that has been achieved.

President Clinton, and for assistance, | would like to say that you have special place in our
hearts and the peace process has witnessed under your direction all the success -- and with our
presence here within -- in the White House.

We are certain that he will be -- that he will be witnessing the signing of the final agreement
here in the White House so he will have achieved the two important things in peace process --
Palestine and Ireland. And he will stay in the heart of every Palestinian person with every love.

In this regard, | would also like to thank the European Union for their continuous support of the
peace process. From here, | will go to Vienna where the European presidency (phonetic) in
order to tell them -- to thank them for their support of the peace process in the coming days.

| would also like to thank the Russian president, and | believe that my visit to President Yeltsin
and Primakov, and Blair helped support to continue this peace process and to support the same
role played by the Russians and the Europeans.

| would like to thank them all - to thank China in particular and Japan and the Asian and African
countries, and the nonaligned countries, Islamic countries, and the Latin American countries --
all of them -- all of them support the peace and the rights of our people. And no doubt they will
celebrate the achievement of peace in our region because this peace will establish security and
stability and growth all over the world.

And at last, | would like to direct my talk to Mr. Netanyahu and his colleagues to say today we
have achieved a great positive agreement. We have to continue that together very soon and to
implement it quite sincerely in reality.

Your security is our security. Your security is our security and peace for your children and our
children. And we will work together so the peace process and negotiations, even though they
are difficult, in order to achieve a final solution.

We will not retreat. We will not go back to violence or confrontation. And we, together, will be
the leaders in order that peace will prevail on our land and the land of our neighbors. And
peace be with you all.

CLINTON: Ladies and gentlemen, many kind things have been said about the efforts of the
American delegation and the hours that | spent at Wye Plantation, every one of which |
treasure. ... Some more than others.
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But in truth, all that was required of us was a listening ear and a helpful suggestion now and
then and kind of a determination to keep us all moving forward.

It is a little too easy, | think, sometimes for people who are not directly themselves parties to a
peace negotiation to believe they truly understand the judgments that the parties themselves
must make and how difficult they are and what price they might carry.

| think, as hard as we tried not to fall prey to that, from time to time, we did. | know we did
because there were people on both sides smiling at me just now as | speak.

So the lion's share of the credit belongs to Prime Minister Netanyahu and Chairman Arafat and
their close aides.

But His Majesty King Hussein provided an element quite different from what the United States
brought to these negotiations. For he reminded us of what rises above the facts, the
arguments, the legitimate interests, even the painful sacrifices involved.

He was the living embodiment of the best of our past and the brightest of our hopes for the
future.

And every time he was in the room, he made us all become a little closer to the people we all
would like to see ourselves as being. For that, we in the world are immeasurably in his debt.

© Copyright 1998 The Associated Press
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Remarks by President Bill Clinton

By the Associated Press
Accord-signing ceremony at the White House
Friday, October 23, 1998

CLINTON: Thank you.
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank you.

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President, Madam Secretary, Your Majesty, Prime Minister Netanyahu, Chairman
Arafat.

To the Israeli and Palestinian delegations, the members of Congress and the Cabinet, members of the diplomatic
corps, my fellow Americans who are here, it's a great honor for me to welcome you here. | only wish the first lady
were here as well. She is in Chicago. We talked a few moments ago and she sends her great happiness and best
wishes, especially to Queen Noor and Mrs. Netanyahu.

After some very difficult negotiations, very long and | say quite sleepless, the Israelis and Palestinians here have
reached an agreement on issues over which they had been divided for more than 17 months.

This agreement is designed to rebuild trust and a new hope for peace between the parties. Now both sides must
build on that hope, carry out their commitments, begin the difficult but urgent journey toward a permanent
settlement.

Over the last nine days, | have witnessed extraordinary efforts on behalf of peace. | thank our team, beginning with
its head, the secretary of state, who showed remarkable creativity, strength and patience. And | thank the vice
president for his interventions. | thank my good friend Sandy Berger; our director of Central Intelligence, George
Tenet, who had an unusual, almost unprecedented, role to play because of the security considerations; Special
Middle East Coordinator, Dennis Ross, who was a young man with no gray hair when all this began.

I thank all the other outstanding members of our delegation. | thank Prime Minister Netanyahu, who stood so
firmly for the security of his citizens and of his country, and of the impressive members of his Cabinet and
administration.

I thank Chairman Arafat, who tenaciously defended the interests of his people, and the very impressive members
of his team as well.

In the end, after all the twists and turns and ups and downs, all their late and ultimately sleepless nights, both
reaffirmed their commitment to the path of peace. And for that, the world can be grateful.

And finally, let me thank His Majesty King Hussein, whose courage, commitment, wisdom, and frankly, stern
instruction at appropriate times were at the heart of this success. Your Majesty, we are all profoundly in your debt.
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This agreement is good for Israel's security. The commitments made by the Palestinians were very strong, as
strong as any we have ever seen. They include continuous security cooperation with Israel and a comprehensive
plan against terrorism and its support infrastructure.

This agreement is good for the political and economic well-being of Palestinians. It significantly expands areas
under Palestinian Authority to some 40 percent of the West Bank. It also offers the Palestinian people new
economic opportunities. With an airport, an industrial zone, soon safe passage between Gaza and the West Bank,
and in time, a seaport, the Palestinian people will be able to breathe a little easier and benefit from the fruits of
peace.

Most importantly perhaps, this agreement is actually good for the peace process itself.

For 18 montbhs, it has been paralyzed -- the victim of mistrust, misunderstanding and fear. Now ordinary Israelis
and Palestinians once again can become partners for peace.

To bolster this effort, Chairman Arafat will invite members of the Palestinian National Council and other important
political entities to reaffirm his prior commitments and their support for the peace process. | have agreed to
address that meeting, several weeks hence, and to underscore the values of reconciliation, tolerance and respect,
and my support for those commitments and this process.

People around the world should heartened by this achievement today.

These leaders and those with whom they've worked have come a very long way. The Israeli and Palestinian
peoples whose bitter rivalry in this century has brought so much suffering to both sides have moved yet another
step closer toward fulfilling the promise of the Oslo accords, closer to the day when they can live peacefully as true
neighbors with security, prosperity, self-governance, cooperation, and eventually, God willing, genuine friendship.

No doubt as peace gains momentum, forces of hate, no matter how isolated and desperate, will once again lash
out. They know this, the leaders, and they are prepared to face it.

Staying on the path of peace under these circumstances will demand even greater leadership and courage. The
work at Wye River shows what can happen when the will for peace is strong.

But let me say once again to all the rest of you, everyone who is tempted to handicap every little twist and turn
over the last nine days, you need to know one overwhelming thing: The prime minister and the chairman and the
members of their delegation who supported this process, even when there were things about it they did not agree
with, are quite well aware that the enemies of peace will seek to extract a price from both sides. They are quite
well aware that in the short run they themselves may have put themselves at greater risk.

But by pledging themselves to the peaceful course for the future, to the same values, and ultimately to the same
enemies, they have given both Israelis and Palestinians a chance to have the future we all want for our children
and our children's children.

Every effort will have to be exerted to ensure the faithful implementation of this agreement -- not because the
parties do not want to do so, but because the agreement covers many things, was developed over many days,
involved many discussions and sleepless nights.

It will test whether the Palestinian people are prepared to live in peace, recognizing Israel's permanence,
legitimacy and a common interest in security.
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It will tell us whether Israelis want to help build a strong Palestinian entity that can fulfill the aspirations of its
people and provide both real security and real partnership for Palestinians and Israelis.

The United States is determined to be of whatever help we can to both sides in their endeavors. | will consult with
Congress to design a package of aid to help Israel meet the security costs of redeployment and help the Palestinian
authority meet the economic costs of development. | hope we will have support from Republicans and Democrats

in that endeavor.

With respect to Mr. Pollard, | have agreed to review this matter seriously at the prime minister's request. | have
made no commitment as to the outcome of the review.

Ultimately, the parties will have to translate the gains of Wye River into renewed efforts to secure a just and
lasting peace, for as big a step as today is -- and after 17 months, it is a very large step indeed -- it is just another
step along the way. Therefore, perhaps as important as any other statement to be made today, let me say how
grateful I am that the prime minister and the chairman have agreed to begin permanent status talks upon
ratification of this agreement.

| have agreed to convene the two leaders at an appropriate time to seek to complete these talks. We have all
agreed to try to do it under circumstances which permit more sleep at night.

Let me say that no agreement can wipe away decades of distrust.

But | think these last several days have helped each side to get a better understanding of the other's hopes and
fears, a better feel for all they have in common, including on occasion, thank the Lord, a good sense of humor.

The future can be bright for Israelis and Palestinians if they maintain the will for peace.
If they continue to work together, the next generation will grow up without fear.

Israel can have the genuine security and recognition it has sought for so long. The Palestinian people can, at long
last, realize their aspirations to live free in safety, in charge of their own destiny.

So on behalf of all the people of the United States, let me say to the Israeli and Palestinian peoples -- Salaam,
Shalom, peace be with you in the hard and hopeful days ahead.

We value our friendship and we thank you for your trust, for giving us the opportunity to walk this road with you.
Now it is my privilege to introduce Prime Minister Netanyahu.

Let me say | was, once again, extraordinarily impressed by the energy, the drive, the determination, the will, the
complete grasp of every detailed aspect of every issue that this prime minister brought to these talks.

He showed himself willing to take political risks for peace but not to risk the security of his people. And as a
result, this agreement embodies an enormous increase in the security of the people of Israel.

© Copyright 1998 The Associated Press
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Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements

September 13, 1993

The Government of the State of Israel and the P.L.O. team (in the Jordanian-Palestinian
delegation to the Middle East Peace Conference) (the "Palestinian Delegation"), representing
the Palestinian people, agree that it is time to put an end to decades of confrontation and
conflict, recognize their mutual legitimate and political rights, and strive to live in peaceful
coexistence and mutual dignity and security and achieve a just, lasting and comprehensive
peace settlement and historic reconciliation through the agreed political process. Accordingly,
the two sides agree to the following principles:

Article |
Aim of the Negotiations

The aim of the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations within the current Middle East peace process is,
among other things, to establish a Palestinian Interim Self-Government Authority, the elected
Council (the "Council"), for the Palestinian people in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, for a
transitional period not exceeding five years, leading to a permanent settlement based on
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338.

It is understood that the interim arrangements are an integral part of the whole peace process
and that the negotiations on the permanent status will lead to the implementation of Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338.

Article Il
Framework for the Interim Period

The agreed framework for the interim period is set forth in this Declaration of Principles.

Article lll
Elections

1. In order that the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza Strip may govern
themselves according to democratic principles, direct, free and general political
elections will be held for the Council under agreed supervision and international
observation, while the Palestinian police will ensure public order.

2. An agreement will be concluded on the exact mode and conditions of the elections in
accordance with the protocol attached as Annex |, with the goal of holding the elections
not later than nine months after the entry into force of this Declaration of Principles.
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3. These elections will constitute a significant interim preparatory step toward the

realization of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people and their just requirements.

Article IV
Jurisdiction

Jurisdiction of the Council will cover West Bank and Gaza Strip territory, except for issues that
will be negotiated in the permanent status negotiations. The two sides view the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip as a single territorial unit, whose integrity will be preserved during the interim

period.

Article V
Transitional Period and Permanent Status Negotiations

1.

The five-year transitional period will begin upon the withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and
Jericho area.

Permanent status negotiations will commence as soon as possible, but not later than
the beginning of the third year of the interim period, between the Government of Israel
and the Palestinian people representatives.

It is understood that these negotiations shall cover remaining issues, including:
Jerusalem, refugees, settlements, security arrangements, borders, relations and
cooperation with other neighbors, and other issues of common interest.

The two parties agree that the outcome of the permanent status negotiations should
not be prejudiced or preempted by agreements reached for the interim period.

Article VI
Preparatory Transfer of Powers and Responsibilities

1

Upon the entry into force of this Declaration of Principles and the withdrawal from the
Gaza Strip and the Jericho area, a transfer of authority from the Israeli military
government and its Civil Administration to the authorised Palestinians for this task, as
detailed herein, will commence. This transfer of authority will be of a preparatory
nature until the inauguration of the Council.

Immediately after the entry into force of this Declaration of Principles and the
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho area, with the view to promoting economic
development in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, authority will be transferred to the
Palestinians on the following spheres: education and culture, health, social welfare,
direct taxation, and tourism. The Palestinian side will commence in building the
Palestinian police force, as agreed upon. Pending the inauguration of the Council, the
two parties may negotiate the transfer of additional powers and responsibilities, as
agreed upon.

Article VII
Interim Agreement
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1. The Israeli and Palestinian delegations will negotiate an agreement on the interim
period (the "Interim Agreement")

2. The Interim Agreement shall specify, among other things, the structure of the Council,
the number of its members, and the transfer of powers and responsibilities from the
Israeli military government and its Civil Administration to the Council. The Interim
Agreement shall also specify the Council's executive authority, legislative authority in
accordance with Article IX below, and the independent Palestinian judicial organs.

3. The Interim Agreement shall include arrangements, to be implemented upon the
inauguration of the Council, for the assumption by the Council of all of the powers and
responsibilities transferred previously in accordance with Article VI above.

4. In order to enable the Council to promote economic growth, upon its inauguration, the
Council will establish, among other things, a Palestinian Electricity Authority, a Gaza Sea
Port Authority, a Palestinian Development Bank, a Palestinian Export Promotion Board,
a Palestinian Environmental Authority, a Palestinian Land Authority and a Palestinian
Water Administration Authority, and any other Authorities agreed upon, in accordance
with the Interim Agreement that will specify their powers and responsibilities.

5. After the inauguration of the Council, the Civil Administration will be dissolved, and the
Israeli military government will be withdrawn.

Article ViII
Public Order and Security

In order to guarantee public order and internal security for the Palestinians of the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip, the Council will establish a strong police force, while Israel will continue to
carry the responsibility for defending against external threats, as well as the responsibility for
overall security of Israelis for the purpose of safeguarding their internal security and public
order.

Article IX
Laws and Military Orders

1. The Council will be empowered to legislate, in accordance with the Interim Agreement,
within all authorities transferred to it.

2. Both parties will review jointly laws and military orders presently in force in remaining
spheres.

Article X
Joint Israeli-Palestinian Liaison Committee

In order to provide for a smooth implementation of this Declaration of Principles and any
subsequent agreements pertaining to the interim period, upon the entry into force of this
Declaration of Principles, a Joint Israeli-Palestinian Liaison Committee will be established in
order to deal with issues requiring coordination, other issues of common interest, and disputes.
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Article XI
Israeli-Palestinian Cooperation in Economic Fields

Recognizing the mutual benefit of cooperation in promoting the development of the West
Bank, the Gaza Strip and Israel, upon the entry into force of this Declaration of Principles, an
Israeli-Palestinian Economic Cooperation Committee will be established in order to develop and
implement in a cooperative manner the programs identified in the protocols attached as Annex
[l and Annex IV .

Article XII
Liason and Cooperation with Jordan and Egypt

The two parties will invite the Governments of Jordan and Egypt to participate in establishing
further liaison and cooperation arrangements between the Government of Israel and the
Palestinian representatives, on the one hand, and the Governments of Jordan and Egypt, on the
other hand, to promote cooperation between them. These arrangements will include the
constitution of a Continuing Committee that will decide by agreement on the modalities of
admission of persons displaced from the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967, together with
necessary measures to prevent disruption and disorder. Other matters of common concern will
be dealt with by this Committee.

Article XlII
Redeployment of Israeli Forces

1. After the entry into force of this Declaration of Principles, and not later than the eve of
elections for the Council, a redeployment of Israeli military forces in the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip will take place, in addition to withdrawal of Israeli forces carried out in
accordance with Article XIV.

2. In redeploying its military forces, Israel will be guided by the principle that its military
forces should be redeployed outside populated areas.

3. Further redeployments to specified locations will be gradually implemented
commensurate with the assumption of responsibility for public order and internal
security by the Palestinian police force pursuant to Article VIIl above.

Article XIV
Israeli Withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho Area

Israel will withdraw from the Gaza Strip and Jericho area, as detailed in the protocol attached as
Annex Il.

Article XV
Resolution of Disputes
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1. Disputes arising out of the application or interpretation of this Declaration of Principles.
or any subsequent agreements pertaining to the interim period, shall be resolved by
negotiations through the Joint Liaison Committee to be established pursuant to Article X
above.

2. Disputes which cannot be settled by negotiations may be resolved by a mechanism of
conciliation to be agreed upon by the parties.

3. The parties may agree to submit to arbitration disputes relating to the interim period,
which cannot be settled through conciliation. To this end, upon the agreement of both
parties, the parties will establish an Arbitration Committee.

Article XVI
Israeli-Palestinian Cooperation Concerning Regional Programs

Both parties view the multilateral working groups as an appropriate instrument for promoting a
"Marshall Plan", the regional programs and other programs, including special programs for the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, as indicated in the protocol attached as Annex IV .

Article XVII
Miscellaneous Provisions

1. This Declaration of Principles will enter into force one month after its signing.
2. All protocols annexed to this Declaration of Principles and Agreed Minutes pertaining
thereto shall be regarded as an integral part hereof.

Done at Washington, D.C., this thirteenth day of September, 1993.
For the Government of Israel: For the P.L.O.:
Witnessed By:

The United States of America: The Russian Federation:

Annexes

Annex |
Protocol on the Mode and Conditions of Elections

1. Palestinians of Jerusalem who live there will have the right to participate in the election
process, according to an agreement between the two sides.
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2. In addition, the election agreement should cover, among other things, the following
issues:
a. the system of elections;
b. the mode of the agreed supervision and international observation and their
personal composition; and
c. rules and regulations regarding election campaign, including agreed
arrangements for the organizing of mass media, and the possibility of licensing a
broadcasting and TV station.
3. The future status of displaced Palestinians who were registered on 4th June 1967 will
not be prejudiced because they are unable to participate in the election process due to
practical reasons.

Annex Il
Protocol on Withdrawal of Israeli Forces from the Gaza Strip and Jericho Area

1. The two sides will conclude and sign within two months from the date of entry into
force of this Declaration of Principles, an agreement on the withdrawal of Israeli military
forces from the Gaza Strip and Jericho area. This agreement will include comprehensive
arrangements to apply in the Gaza Strip and the Jericho area subsequent to the Israeli
withdrawal.

2. Israel will implement an accelerated and scheduled withdrawal of Israeli military forces
from the Gaza Strip and Jericho area, beginning immediately with the signing of the
agreement on the Gaza Strip and Jericho area and to be completed within a period not
exceeding four months after the signing of this agreement.

3. The above agreement will include, among other things:

a. Arrangements for a smooth and peaceful transfer of authority from the Israeli
military government and its Civil Administration to the Palestinian
representatives.

b. Structure, powers and responsibilities of the Palestinian authority in these areas,
except: external security, settlements, Israelis, foreign relations, and other
mutually agreed matters.

¢. Arrangements for the assumption of internal security and public order by the
Palestinian police force consisting of police officers recruited locally and from
abroad holding Jordanian passports and Palestinian documents issued by Egypt).
Those who will participate in the Palestinian police force coming from abroad
should be trained as police and police officers.

d. Atemporary international or foreign presence, as agreed upon.

Establishment of a joint Palestinian-Israeli Coordination and Cooperation
Committee for mutual security purposes.

f. An economic development and stabilization program, including the
establishment of an Emergency Fund, to encourage foreign investment, and
financial and economic support. Both sides will coordinate and cooperate jointly
and unilaterally with regional and international parties to support these aims.
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g. Arrangements for a safe passage for persons and transportation between the
Gaza Strip and Jericho area.

The above agreement will include arrangements for coordination between both parties
regarding passages:

a. Gaza - Egypt; and

b. Jericho - Jordan.
The offices responsible for carrying out the powers and responsibilities of the
Palestinian authority under this Annex Il and Article VI of the Declaration of Principles
will be located in the Gaza Strip and in the Jericho area pending the inauguration of the
Council.
Other than these agreed arrangements, the status of the Gaza Strip and Jericho area will
continue to be an integral part of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and will not be changed
in the interim period.

Annex Il
Protocol on Israeli-Palestinian Cooperation in Economic and Development Programs

The two sides agree to establish an Israeli-Palestinian continuing Committee for Economic
Cooperation, focusing, among other things, on the following:

45

Cooperation in the field of water, including a Water Development Program prepared by
experts from both sides, which will also specify the mode of cooperation in the
management of water resources in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and will include
proposals for studies and plans on water rights of each party, as well as on the equitable
utilization of joint water resources for implementation in and beyond the interim
period.

Cooperation in the field of electricity, including an Electricity Development Program,
which will also specify the mode of cooperation for the production, maintenance,
purchase and sale of electricity resources.

Cooperation in the field of energy, including an Energy Development Program, which
will provide for the exploitation of oil and gas for industrial purposes, particularly in the
Gaza Strip and in the Negev, and will encourage further joint exploitation of other
energy resources. This Program may also provide for the construction of a
Petrochemical industrial complex in the Gaza Strip and the construction of oil and gas
pipelines.

Cooperation in the field of finance, including a Financial Development and Action
Program for the encouragement of international investment in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip, and in Israel, as well as the establishment of a Palestinian Development
Bank.

Cooperation in the field of transport and communications, including a Program, which
will define guidelines for the establishment of a Gaza Sea Port Area, and will provide for
the establishing of transport and communications lines to and from the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip to Israel and to other countries. In addition, this Program will provide for
carrying out the necessary construction of roads, railways, communications lines, etc.
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6. Cooperation in the field of trade, including studies, and Trade Promotion Programs,
which will encourage local, regional and inter-regional trade, as well as a feasibility
study of creating free trade zones in the Gaza Strip and in Israel, mutual access to these
zones, and cooperation in other areas related to trade and commerce.

7. Cooperation in the field of industry, including Industrial Development Programs, which
will provide for the establishment of joint Israeli- Palestinian Industrial Research and
Development Centers, will promote Palestinian-Israeli joint ventures, and provide
guidelines for cooperation in the textile, food, pharmaceutical, electronics, diamonds,
computer and science-based industries.

8. A program for cooperation in, and regulation of, labor relations and cooperation in
social welfare issues.

9. AHuman Resources Development and Cooperation Plan, providing for joint Israeli-
Palestinian workshops and seminars, and for the establishment of joint vocational
training centers, research institutes and data banks.

10. An Environmental Protection Plan, providing for joint and/or coordinated measures in
this sphere.

11. A program for developing coordination and cooperation in the field of communication
and media.

12. Any other programs of mutual interest.

Annex IV
Protocol on Israeli-Palestinian Cooperation Concerning Regional Development Programs

1. The two sides will cooperate in the context of the multilateral peace efforts in
promoting a Development Program for the region, including the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip, to be initiated by the G-7. The parties will request the G-7 to seek the
participation in this program of other interested states, such as members of the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, regional Arab states and
institutions, as well as members of the private sector.

2. The Development Program will consist of two elements:

a. an Economic Development Program for the 'West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
b. aRegional Economic Development Program:
A. The Economic Development Program for the West Bank and the Gaza
strip will consist of the following elements:
1. ASocial Rehabilitation Program, including a Housing and
Construction Program.
2. A Small and Medium Business Development Plan.
3. AnInfrastructure Development Program (water, electricity,
transportation and communications, etc.)
4, A Human Resources Plan.
5. Other programs.
B. The Regional Economic Development Program may consist of the
following elements:
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9

The establishment of a Middle East Development Fund, as a first
step, and a Middle East Development Bank, as a second step.
The development of a joint Israeli-Palestinian-Jordanian Plan for
coordinated exploitation of the Dead Sea area.

The Mediterranean Sea (Gaza) - Dead Sea Canal.

Regional Desalinization and other water development projects.
A regional plan for agricultural development, including a
coordinated regional effort for the prevention of desertification.
Interconnection of electricity grids.

Regional cooperation for the transfer, distribution and industrial
exploitation of gas, oil and other energy resources.

A Regional Tourism, Transportation and Telecommunications
Development Plan.

Regional cooperation in other spheres.

3. The two sides will encourage the multilateral working groups, and will coordinate
towards their success. The two parties will encourage intersessional activities, as well as
pre-feasibility and feasibility studies, within the various multilateral working groups.

Agreed Minutes to the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements
A. General Understandings and Agreemments

Any powers and responsibilities transferred to the Palestinians pursuant to the Declaration of
Principles prior to the inauguration of the Council will be subject to the same principles
pertaining to Article IV, as set out in these Agreed Minutes below.

B. Specific Understandings and Agreements

Article IV

It is understood that:

1. Jurisdiction of the Council will cover West Bank and Gaza Strip territory, except for
issues that will be negotiated in the permanent status negotiations: Jerusalem,
settlements, military locations, and Israelis.

2. The Council's jurisdiction will apply with regard to the agreed powers, responsibilities,
spheres and authorities transferred to it.

Article VI (2)

It is agreed that the transfer of authority will be as follows:
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1. The Palestinian side will inform the Israeli side of the names of the authorised
Palestinians who will assume the powers, authorities and responsibilities that will be
transferred to the Palestinians according to the Declaration of Principles in the following
fields: education and culture, health, social welfare, direct taxation, tourism, and any
other authorities agreed upon.

2. ltis understood that the rights and obligations of these offices will not be affected.

3. Each of the spheres described above will continue to enjoy existing budgetary
allocations in accordance with arrangements to be mutually agreed upon. These
arrangements also will provide for the necessary adjustments required in order to take
into account the taxes collected by the direct taxation office.

4. Upon the execution of the Declaration of Principles, the Israeli and Palestinian
delegations will immediately commence negotiations on a detailed plan for the transfer
of authority on the above offices in accordance with the above understandings.

Article VII (2)
The Interim Agreement will also include arrangements for coordination and cooperation.
Article VI (5)

The withdrawal of the military government will not prevent Israel from exercising the powers
and responsibilities not transferred to the Council.

Article VIII

It is understood that the Interim Agreement will include arrangements for cooperation and
coordination between the two parties in this regard. It is also agreed that the transfer of
powers and responsibilities to the Palestinian police will be accomplished in a phased manner,
as agreed in the Interim Agreement.

Article X

It is agreed that, upon the entry into force of the Declaration of Principles, the Israeli and
Palestinian delegations will exchange the names of the individuals designated by them as
members of the Joint Israeli-Palestinian Liaison Committee.

It is further agreed that each side will have an equal number of members in the Joint
Committee. The Joint Committee will reach decisions by agreement. The Joint Committee may
add other technicians and experts, as necessary. The Joint Committee will decide on the
frequency and place or places of its meetings.

Annex I



226

It is understood that, subsequent to the Israeli withdrawal, Israel will continue to be
responsible for external security, and for internal security and public order of settlements and
Israelis. Israeli military forces and civilians may continue to use roads freely within the Gaza
Strip and the Jericho area.

Done at Washington, D.C., this thirteenth day of September, 1993.
For the Government of Israel: For the P.L.O.:

Witnessed By:

The United States of America: The Russian Federation:

oLl Coni€l aBga : jraall
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Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip

Annex I:
Protocol Concerning Redeployment and Security Arrangements

Article IT
Security Policy for the Prevention of Terrorism and Violence

1. The Palestinian security policy as defined by the Palestinian Authority on March 9, 1995, for
the Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area will also be implemented in the rest of the West Bank in
areas which come under Palestinian security responsibility as follows:

a. The Palestinian Police is the only Palestinian security authority.
b. The Palestinian Police will act systematically against all expressions of violence and terror.

¢. The Council will issue permits in order to legalize the possession and carrying of arms by
civilians. Any illegal arms will be confiscated by the Palestinian Police.

d. The Palestinian Police will arrest and prosecute individuals who are suspected of perpetrating
acts of violence and terror.

2. Both sides will, in accordance with this Agreement, act to ensure the immediate, efficient and
effective handling of any incident involving a threat or act of terrorism, violence or incitement,
whether committed by Palestinians or Israelis. To this end, they will cooperate in the exchange
of information and coordinate policies and activities. Each side shall immediately and effectively
respond to the occurrence or anticipated occurrence of an act of terrorism, violence or incitement
and shall take all necessary measures to prevent such an occurrence.

3. With a view to implementing the above, each side shall, in accordance with the provisions of
this Agreement, carry out the following functions in the areas under its security responsibility:

a. protect all residents of, and all other persons present in, these areas;

b. actively prevent incitement to violence, including violence against the other side or persons
under the authority of the other side;

c. apprehend, investigate and prosecute perpetrators and all other persons directly or indirectly
involved in acts of terrorism, violence and incitement; and
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d. prevent and deal with any attempt to cause damage or harm to infrastructure serving the other
side, including, inter alia, roads, water, electricity, telecommunications and sewage
infrastructure.

4. Both sides undertake to deal with the issue of persons who are present in the areas in violation
of this Agreement, and to take further measures in accordance with procedures to be determined
by the JSC.

Article 111
Coordination and Cooperation In Mutual Security Matters

1. Joint Security Coordination and Cooperation Committee

a. A Joint Coordination and Cooperation Committee for Mutual Security Purposes is hereby
established (hereinafter "the JSC"). It will deal with all security matters of mutual concern
regarding this Agreement in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

b. The JSC shall:

(I) recommend security policy guidelines for the approval of the Joint Israeli-Palestinian Liaison
Committee and implement such approved guidelines;

(2) deal with security issues raised by either side;

(3) provide the proper channel for exchanging information between the two sides, needed to
solve security problems; (4) provide directives for the Joint Regional Security Committees
(hereinafter "the RSCs") and for the Joint District Coordination Offices (hereinafter "the
DCOs"); and

(5) subject to the provisions of Article XXVI (the Joint Israeli Palestinian Liaison Committee),
and Article XXI (Settlement of Differences and Disputes) of this Agreement, deal with alleged
violations, as well as differences relating to the application or implementation of the security
arrangements set out in this Agreement.

c. The JSC shall comprise between five and seven members from each side. Decisions of the JSC
will be reached by agreement between the two sides.

d. The JSC shall determine its rules of procedure. Meetings of the JSC shall be held every two
weeks. In the event that either side requests a special meeting, it shall be convened within forty-
eight (48) hours.

e. Unless otherwise agreed by the two sides, JSC meetings will be hosted by each of the sides
alternately.
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f. The JSC shall develop a comprehensive plan to ensure full coordination between the Israeli
military forces and the Palestinian Police during the interim period, starting from the date of
signing of this Agreement.

g. This coordination will be implemented through the RSCs in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip
and the DCOs, as mentioned hereafter in this Article.

h. The comprehensive plan will include a plan for the West Bank, consisting of arrangements for
the entry of the Palestinian Police and the introduction of police arms, ammunition and
equipment, as well as arrangements intended to facilitate the smooth transfer of authority and
assumption by the Palestinian Police of its security responsibilities according to this Agreement.

i. The above mentioned comprehensive plan will also include two regional plans that will include
arrangements for coordination and cooperation in security matters after the redeployment is
effected.

J. These regional plans will be reviewed every six months, or whenever needed, by the JSC and
the relevant RSC.

2. Regional Security Committees
a. Two RSCs are hereby established, one in the West Bank and one in the Gaza Strip.
b. Each RSC shall:

(1) guide the relevant DCOs with security policy guidelines; (2) deal with security issues referred
to it by the DCOs;

(3) ensure proper transfer of information and guidelines to the relevant DCOs; and

(4) propose to the JSC security policy guidelines, and forward issues to the JSC for
determination.

c. The Israeli side and the Palestinian side in the RSCs will maintain contact with each other as
follows:

(I) regular as well as special meetings shall be held between the commander of the Israeli
military forces and the commander of the Palestinian Police in the West Bank or in the Gaza
Strip, as appropriate; and

(2) each side will operate a regional security coordination office 24 hours a day, with direct and
constant communication links between the two sides.

d. The RSCs shall commence operations immediately upon the signing of this Agreement and
shall determine by agreement their mode of procedure.
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3. District Coordination Offices

a. DCOs are hereby established in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, as set out below.
b. The location of the DCOs is as detailed on attached map Nos. 2 and 4.

¢. Each DCO shall:

(I) monitor and manage matters requiring coordination as determined by the JSC and/or the
relevant RSC, according to the policy and guidelines established by either of them;

(2) monitor and manage all matters of a joint nature within the respective district of the DCO,
including the coordination of activities by one side which may affect the other side;

(3) review, investigate and report to the relevant RSC on the overall situation within the DCO's
respective district, with special regard to specific events, incidents and activities occurring in the
district; and

(4) direct the Joint Patrols and the Joint Mobile Units set up in accordance with paragraphs 4 and
5 of this Article and Article V, paragraph 2.c below, operating within the DCO's respective
district. d. The DCOs shall commence operations immediately upon the signing of this
Agreement.

e. Each DCO will be continuously staffed by a team of up to six officers from each side,
comprising one commander and five duty officers.

f. The DCOs will be operated jointly by both sides, 24 hours a day. At least one duty officer from
each side, as well as the necessary number of assistants, will be present during each eight-hour
shift.

g. With a view to preventing friction and to enabling the two sides to deal with possible
incidents, both sides shall ensure that the relevant DCO shall immediately be notified of any of
the following events:

(1) routine, scheduled or unscheduled activity or deployment by the Israeli military forces or the
Palestinian Police that directly affects the security responsibility of the other side. This includes
activity or deployment in the proximity of Settlements or Palestinian populated localities, as the
case may be;

(2) events that pose a threat to public order;

(3) activities that disturb the regular flow of traffic on the main roads, including roadblocks and
roadworks;

(4) incidents involving both Israelis and Palestinians, such as road accidents, rescue of casualties
or persons in mortal danger, engagement steps or any incident in which a weapon is used;
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(5) a terrorist action of any kind and from any source;
(6) infiltrations between the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and Israel; and

(7) all cases in which Israelis are hospitalized in the West Bank or the Gaza Strip, or in which
Palestinians of the West Bank or the Gaza Strip are hospitalized in Israel.

h. Each DCO shall notify the relevant Israeli and Palestinian headquarters, as well as the Joint
Patrols operating in the relevant district, of the occurrence of any of the events listed in
subparagraph g. above.

i. The JSC may modify the content of the list of events included in subparagraph g. above.

J- Any event involving injury to Israelis, at any location within the West Bank or the Gaza Strip
shall be immediately reported to Israel through the relevant DCO. Israel may employ any means
necessary for the evacuation and treatment of such injured persons, and will coordinate such
activity through the relevant DCO.

k. The DCOs shall be equipped with the necessary means of communication to enable direct and
immediate contact both with the Joint Patrols and the relevant RSC, as well as with each side's
respective police or military district headquarters.

4. Joint Patrols

a. The mission of the Joint Patrols shall be to assist in ensuring free, unimpeded and secure
movement along the roads designated in Articles V and VI below.

b. Unless the JSC decides otherwise, the Joint Patrols shall each be composed of two 4-wheel
drive vehicles, one Palestinian and one Israeli, equipped with adequate communications systems.
The vehicles shall be marked so as to be easily distinguishable from all other vehicles in the area.
In each vehicle there will be an officer and three uniformed and armed guards.

c. The Joint Patrols will patrol 24 hours a day, in vehicles along their routes of activity, or as
directed by the relevant DCO. Joint Patrols on the Lateral Roads in the Gaza Strip will also
patrol on foot along their routes of activity, and on the adjacent sides of the roads upon which the
security of the traffic along these roads is dependent.

d. On roads under Israeli security responsibility, the Israeli vehicle will be the leading vehicle.
On roads under Palestinian security responsibility, the Palestinian vehicle will be the leading
vehicle. The Joint Patrols will be under the direction of the relevant DCO.

e. The Joint Patrols shall continuously monitor movement within their area of operation and shall
act to prevent and deal with incidents that may threaten or endanger persons using the roads.
They shall report any such incident or threat thereof, as well as any action taken, to the relevant
DCO, and to the respective Israeli military and Palestinian police district headquarters.
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f. On reaching the scene of an incident, the Joint Patrol will take all measures necessary to deal
with the incident, and provide assistance as necessary. The Joint Patrol shall verify that the
appropriate measures have been taken and report to the relevant DCO accordingly.

5. Joint Mobile Units

a. The mission of the Joint Mobile Units (hereinafter "JMUs") is to provide rapid response in the
event of incidents and emergency situations, in order to ensure free, unimpeded and secure
movement along their designated routes of activity, or in their areas of activity. b. The
composition of the JMUs will be similar to that of the Joint Patrols.

c. In areas under Israeli security responsibility, the Israeli vehicle will be the leading vehicle. In
areas under Palestinian security responsibility, the Palestinian vehicle will be the leading vehicle.
The Joint Mobile Units will be under the direction of the relevant DCO.

d. The functions of the IMUs are:

(1) to monitor movement along their designated routes of activity from their stationary locations,
from where they may patrol on agreed roads as directed by the relevant DCO, in which case their

duties will be the same as those of the Joint Patrols;

(2) in the event of an incident involving both Israelis and Palestinians, to reach the site of the
incident in order to provide assistance and to investigate; and

(3) any other function determined by the relevant DCO.
6. Joint Liaison Bureaus

Joint Liaison Bureaus established by the two sides shall operate at crossing points and at
terminals as described in Articles V, VI and VIII of this Annex.

7. Other joint activities may be agreed upon in the JSC and/or the RSC

Article IV
The Palestinian Police

1. Duties and Functions

As detailed in the Palestinian law, the Palestinian Police shall carry out its duties and functions in
accordance with this Agreement as follows:

a. maintaining internal security and public order;

b. protecting the public and all other persons present in the areas, as well as protecting their
property, and acting to provide a feeling of security, safety and stability;
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¢. adopting all measures necessary for preventing crime in accordance with the law;

d. protecting public installations, infrastructure and places of special importance; e. preventing
acts of harassment and retribution;

f. combating terrorism and violence, and preventing incitement to violence; and

g. performing any other normal police functions.

by CouniSl) a8 ga 2 jaiadll
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TaeE WYE RIVER MEMORANDUM AND RELATED DOCUMENTS

A. IsrAEL AND THE PLO, THE WYE RIvER
MEMORANDUM, WASHINGTON, 23 OCTOBER
1998.

The Wye memorandum was signed by
Israeli PM Netanyahu and PLO Chairman
Arafat and witnessed by Pres. Clinton after
nine days of tense negotiations at the Wye
Plantation in Maryland. The memoran-
dum, based on the December 1997 U.S. ini-
tiative to revive the Oslo process (see Doc.
D1 in JPS 109), lists parallel incremental
steps to be taken by each side over a
twelve-week period in order to complete im-
plementation of the 28 September 1995 In-
terim Agreement (Oslo II) and agreements
specified in the Note for the Record at-
tached to the 15 January 1997 Hebron Pro-
tocol. The State Department English text of
the memorandum, available on the State
Department Web site at hitp.//wwuw.state.
gov/www/regions/nea/981023_interim_
agmt.htmi, is the only official version.

The following are steps to facilitate im-
plementation of Interim Agreement on the
West Bank and Gaza Strip of September 28,
1995 (the “Interim Agreement”) and other re-
lated agreements including the Note for the
Record on January 17, 1997 (hereinafter re-
ferred to as “the prior agreements”) so that
the Israeli and Palestinian sides can more ef-
fectively carry out their reciprocal responsi-
bilities, including those relating to further re-
deployments and security respectively.
These steps are to be carried out in a parallel
phased approach in accordance with this
Memorandum and the attached time line.
They are subject to the relevant terms and
conditions of the prior agreements and do
not supersede their other requirements.

I. Further Redeployments
A. Phase One and Two Further
Redeployments

1. Pursuant to the Interim Agreement and
subsequent agreements, the Israeli side’s im-
plementation of the first and second F.R.D.
will consist of the transfer to the Palestinian
side of 13% from the Area C as follows:
1% to Area (A) 12% to Area (B)

The Palestinian side has informed that it
will allocate an area/areas amounting to 3%

from the above Area (B) to be designated as
Green Areas and/or Nature Reserves. The
Palestinian side has further informed that
they will act according to the established sci-
entific standards, and that therefore there will
be no changes in the status of these areas,
without prejudice to the rights of the existing
inhabitants in these areas including
bedouins; while these standards do not allow
new construction in these areas, existing
roads and buildings may be maintained.

The Israeli side will retain in these Green
Areas/Nature Reserves the overriding security
responsibility for the purpose of protecting
Israelis and confronting the threat of terror-
ism. Activities and movements of the Pales-
tinian Police forces may be carried out after
coordination and confirmation; the Israeli
side will respond to such requests expedi-
tiously.

2. As part of the foregoing implementa-
tion of the first and second F.RD., 14.2%
from Area (B) will become Area (A).

B. Third Phase of Further Redeployment
With regard to the terms of the Interim
Agreement and of Secretary Christopher’s let-
ters to the two sides of January 17, 1997 re-
lating to the further redeployment process,

there will be a committee to address this
question. The United States will be briefed
regularly.

IL Security

In the provisions on security arrange-
ments of the Interim Agreement, the Palestin-
ian side agreed to take all measures neces-
sary in order to prevent acts of terrorism,
crime, and hostilities directed against the Is-
raeli side, against individuals falling under
the Israeli side’s authority, and against their
property, just as the Israeli side agreed to
take all measures necessary in order to pre-
vent acts of terrorism, crime, and hostilities
directed against the Palestinian side, against
individuals falling under the Palestinian side’s
authority, and against their property. The
two sides also agreed to take legal measures
against offenders within their property. The
two sides also agreed to take legal measures
against offenders within their jurisdiction and
to prevent incitement against each other by
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any organizations, groups, or individuals
within their jurisdiction.

Both sides recognize that it is in their vital
interests to combat terrorism and fight vio-
lence in accordance with Annex I of the In-
terim Agreement and the Note for the Rec-
ord. They also recognize that the struggle
against terror and violence must be compre-
hensive in that it deals with terrorists, the ter-
ror support structure, and the environment
conducive to the support of terror. It must
be continuous and constant over a long
term, in that there can be no pauses in the
work against terrorists and their structure. It
must be cooperative in that no effort can be
fully effective without Israeli-Palestinian co-
operation and the continuous exchange of
information, concepts, and actions.

Pursuant to the prior agreements, the Pal-
estinian side’s implementation of its respon-
sibilities for security, security cooperation,
and other issues will be as detailed below
during the time periods specified in the at-
tached time line:

A. Security Actions

1. Outlawing and Combating Terrorist Or-

ganizations
(a) The Palestinian side will make known its
policy of zero tolerance for terror and vio-
lence against both sides.
(b) A work plan developed by the Palestin-
ian side will be shared with the U.S. and
thereafter implementation will begin immedi-
ately to ensure the systematic and effective
combat of terrorist organizations and their
infrastructure.
(¢) In addition to the bilateral Israeli-Pales-
tinian security cooperation, a U.S.-Palestinian
committee will meet biweekly to review the
steps being taken to eliminate terrorists calls
and the support structure that plans, fi-
nances, supplies, and abets terror. In these
meetings, the Palestinian side will inform the
U.S. fully of the actions it has taken to outlaw
all organizations (or wings of organizations,
as appropriate) of a military, terrorist, or vio-
lent character and their support structure and
to prevent them from operating in areas
under its jurisdiction.
(d) the Palestinian side will apprehend the
specific individuals suspected of perpetrating
acts of violence and terror for the purpose of
further investigation, and prosecution and
punishment of all persons involved in acts of
violence and terror.
(e) A US.-Palestinian committee will meet to
review and evaluate information pertinent to
the decisions on prosecution, punishment, or

other legal measures which affect the status
of individuals suspected of abetting or per-
petrating acts of violence and terror.

2. Prohibiting Illegal Weapons
(a) The Palestinian side will ensure an effec-
tive legal framework is in place to criminal-
ize, in conformity with the prior agreements,
any importation, manufacturing or unli-
censed sale, acquisition or possession of fire-
arms, ammunition or weapons in areas
under Palestinian jurisdiction.
(b) In addition, the Palestinian side will es-
tablish and vigorously and continuously im-
plement a systematic program for the collec-
tion and appropriate handling of all such
illegal items [in] accordance with the prior
agreements. The U.S. has agreed to assist in
carrying out this program.
(¢) A U.S.-Palestinian-Israeli committee will
be established to assist and enhance cooper-
ation in preventing the smuggling or other
unauthorized introduction of weapons or ex-
plosive materials into areas under Palestinian
jurisdiction.

3. Prevention [of] Incitement
(a) Drawing on relevant international prac-
tice and pursuant to Article XXII (1) of the
Interim Agreement and the Note for the Rec-
ord, the Palestinian side will issue a decree
prohibiting all forms of incitement to vio-
lence or terror, and establishing mechanisms
for acting systematically against all expres-
sions or threats of violence or terror. This
decree will be comparable to the existing Is-
raeli legislation which deals with the same
subject.
(b) A US.-Palestinian-Israeli committee will
meet on a regular basis to monitor cases of
possible incitement to violence or terror and
to make recommendations and reports on
how to prevent such incitement. The Israeli,
Palestinian, and U.S. sides will each appoint
a media specialist, a law enforcement repre-
sentative, an educational specialist, and a
current or former elected official to the com-
mittee.

B. Security Cooperation

The two sides agree that their security co-
operation will be based on a spirit of part-
nership and will include, among other
things, the following steps:

1. Bilateral Cooperation

There will be full bilateral security coop-
eration between the two sides which will be
continuous, intensive, and comprehensive.

2. Forensic Cooperation

There will be an exchange of forensic ex-
pertise, training, and other assistance.
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3. Trilateral Committee

In addition to the bilateral Israeli-Palestin-
ian security cooperation, a high-ranking U.S.-
Palestinian-Israeli committee will meet as re-
quired and not less than biweekly to assess
current threats, deal with any impediments to
effective security cooperation and coordina-
tion, and address the steps being taken to
combat terror and terrorist organizations.
The committee will also serve as a forum to
address the issue of external support for ter-
ror. In these meetings, the Palestinian side
will fully inform the members of the commit-
tee of the results of its investigations con-
cerning terrorist suspects already in custody,
and the participants will exchange additional
relevant information. The committee will re-
port regularly to the leaders of the two sides
on the status of cooperation, the results of
the meetings, and its recommendations.

C. Other Issues
(a) The Palestinian side will provide a list of
its policemen to the Israeli side in conformity
with the prior agreements.
(b) Should the Palestinian side request tech-
nical assistance, the U.S. has indicated its
willingness to help meet those needs in co-
operation with other donors.
(c) The Monitoring and Steering Committee
will, as part of its functions, monitor the im-
plementation of this provision and brief the
Us.

2. PLO Charter

The Executive Committee of the Palestine
Liberation Organization and the Palestinian
Central Council will reaffirm the letter of 22
January 1998 from PLO Chairman Yasir
Arafat to President Clinton concerning the
nullification of the Palestinian National Char-
ter provisions that are inconsistent with the
letters exchanged between the PLO and the
Government of Israel on 9-10 September
1993. PLO Chairman Arafat, the Speaker of
the Palestine National Council, and the
Speaker of the Palestinian Council will invite
the members of the PNC, as well as the
members of the Central Council, the Council,
and the Palestinian Heads of Ministries to a
meeting to be addressed by President Clin-
ton to reaffirm their support for the peace
process and the aforementioned decisions of
the Executive Committee and the Central
Council.

3. Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters

Among other forms of legal assistance in
criminal matters, the requests for arrest and
transfer of suspects and defendants pursuant
to Article II (7) of Annex IV of the Interim

Agreement will be submitted (or resubmit-
ted) through the mechanism of the Joint Is-
raeli-Palestinian Legal Committee and will be
responded to in conformity with Article 11
(7)) of Annex 1V of the Interim Agreement
within the 12 week period. Requests submit-
ted after the eighth week will be responded
to in conformity with Article II (7)(f) within
four weeks of their submission. The United
States has been requested by the sides to re-
port on a regular basis on the steps being
taken to respond to the above requests.

4. Human Rights and the Rule of Law
Pursuant to Article XI (1) of Annex I of
the Interim Agreement, and without derogat-

ing from the above, the Palestinian Police
will exercise powers and responsibilities to
implement this Memorandum with due re-
gard to internationally accepted norms of
human rights and the rule of law, and will
be guided by the need to protect the public,
respect human dignity, and avoid harass-
ment.

III. Interim Committees and
Economic Issues

1. The Israeli and Palestinian sides reaf-
firm their commitment to enhancing their re-
lationship and agree on the need actively to
promote economic development in the West
Bank and Gaza. In this regard, the parties
agree to continue or to reactivate all standing
committees established by the Interim Agree-
ment, including the Monitoring and Steering
Committee, the Joint Economic Committee
(JEC), the Civil Affairs Committee (CAC), the
Legal Committee, and the Standing Coopera-
tion Committee.

2. The Israeli and Palestinian sides have
agreed on arrangements which will permit
the timely opening of the Gaza Industrial Es-
tate. They also have concluded a “Protocol
Regarding the Establishment and Operation
of the International Airport in the Gaza Strip
During the Interim Period.”

3. Both sides will renew negotiations on
safe passage immediately. As regards the
southern route, the sides will make best ef-
forts to conclude the agreement within a
week of the entry into force of this Memo-
randum. Operation of the southern route
will start as soon as possible thereafter. As
regards the northern route, negotiations will
continue with the goal of reaching agree-
ment as soon as possible. Implementation
will take place expeditiously thereafter.

4. The Israeli and Palestinian sides ac-
knowledge the great importance of the Port
of Gaza for the development of the Palestin-
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ian economy and the expansion of Palestin-
ian trade. They commit themselves to pro-
ceeding without delay to conclude an
agreement to allow the construction and op-
eration of the port in accordance with the
prior agreements. The Israeli-Palestinian
Committee will reactive its work immediately
with a goal of concluding the protocol
within 60 days, which will allow commence-
ment of the construction of the port.

5. The two sides recognize that un-
resolved legal issues adversely affect the re-
lationship between the two peoples. They
therefore will accelerate efforts through the
Legal Committee to address outstanding legal
issues and to implement solutions to these
issues in the shortest possible period. The
Palestinian side will provide to the Israeli
side copies of all of its laws in effect.

6. The Israeli and Palestinian sides also
will launch a strategic economic dialogue to
enhance their economic relationship. They
will establish within the framework of the
JEC an Ad Hoc Committee for this purpose.
The committee will review the following
four issues: (1) Israeli purchase taxes; (2) co-
operation in combating vehicle theft; (3)
dealing with unpaid Palestinian debts; and
(4) the impact of Israeli standards as barriers
to trade and the expansion of the A1 and A2
lists. The committee will submit an interim
report within three weeks of the entry into
force of this Memorandum, and within six
weeks will submit its conclusions and rec-
ommendations to be implemented.

7. The two sides agree on the importance
of continued international donor assistance
to facilitate implementation by both sides of
agreements reached. They also recognize
the need for enhanced donor support for
economic development in the West Bank
and Gaza. They agree to jointly approach
the donor community to organize a Ministe-
rial Conference before the end of 1998 to
seek pledges for enhanced levels of assist-
ance.

IV. Permanent Status Negotiations
The two sides will immediately resume
permanent status negotiations on an acceler-
ated basis and will make a determined effort

to achieve the mutual goal of reaching an
agreement by May 4, 1999. The negotiations
will be continuous and without interruption.
The United States has expressed its willing-
ness to facilitate these negotiations.

V. Unilateral Actions

Recognizing the necessity to create a pos-
itive environment for the negotiations,

neither side shall initiate or take any step
that will change the status of the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip in accordance with the
Interim Agreement.

ATTACHMENT: Time Line

This Memorandum will enter into force ten
days from the date of signature.

Done at Washington, DC this 23rd day of
October 1998.

For the Government of the State of Israel
For the PLO
Witnessed by: The United States of America

TIME LINE

Note: Parenthetical references below are to
paragraphs in “The Wye River Memoran-
dum” to which this time line is an integral at-
tachment. Topics not included in the time
line follow the schedule provided for in the
text of the memorandum.

1. Upon Entry into Force of the Memoran-
dum:

Third further redeployment committee starts
(1 (B)

Palestinian security work plan shared with
the U.S. (T (A)(1)(b))

Full bilateral security cooperation (II (B)(1))
Trilateral security cooperation committee
starts (I1 (B)(3))

« Interim committees resume and continue; Ad
Hoc Economic Committee starts (IIT)
Accelerated permanent status negotiations

start (IV)

2. Entry into Force—Week 2:

« Security work plan implementation begins (II
(A)X(1)(b)); (II (A)(c)) committee starts

« Illegal weapons framework in place (11
(A)(2)(a)); Palestinian implementation report
(1 (A)(2)(b))

* Anti-incitement committee starts (II
(AX(3)(b)); decree issued (11 (A)(3)(@)

* PLO Executive Committee reaffirms Charter
letter (I (C)(21))

« Stage 1 of F.R.D. implementation: 2% C to B,
7.1% B to A. Israeli officials acquaint their
Palestinian counterparts as required with ar-
eas; FR.D. carried out; report on FR.D. im-
plementation (I(A))

3. Weeks 2-6:

« Palestinian Central Council reaffirms Charter
letter (weeks two to four) (I (C)(2))

* PNC and other PLO organizations reaffirm
Charter letter (weeks four to six) (IT (C)(2))

« Establishment of weapons collection program
(11 (A)(2)(b)) and collection stage
(11 (AX(2)(c)); committee starts and reports on
activities
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« Anti-incitement committee report (I1
A@3Xb)
* Ad Hoc Economic Committee: interim report
at week three; final report at week six (I11)
Policemen list (IT (C)(1)(a)), Monitoring and
Steering Commiittee review starts (IICCY(1)(c))
Stage 2 of F.R.D. implementation: 5% C to B.
Israeli officials acquaint their Palestinian
counterparts as required with areas; F.R.D.
carried out; report on F.R.D. implementation
[CRE:V)]

4. Weeks 6-12:

Weapons collection stage (IT (AX(2)(b)); (IT
(A)(2)(c)) commiittee report on its activities
Anti-Incitement committees report (11
AB3)(b)
* Monitoring and Steering Committee briefs
U.S. on policemen list (T (C)(1)(c))
« Stage 3 of F.R.D. implementation: 5% C to B,
1% C to A, 7.1% B to A—Israeli officials ac-
quaint Palestinian counterparts as required
with areas; F.R.D. carried out; report on
F.R.D. implementation (I (A))

5. After Week 12:

Activities described in the Memorandum
continue as appropriate and if necessary, in-
cluding:

Trilateral security cooperation committee (I1
BX(3)

(II (A)(1)(c)) committee

1 (A)(1)(e)) committee

Anti-incitement committee (1T (A)(3)(b))
Third Phase F.R.D. Committee (I (B))
Interim Committees (I11)

Accelerated permanent status negotiations
av)

————— o

B. U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE MADELEINE K.
ALBRIGHT, LETTER OF ASSURANCE TO Is-
RAELI PM BENJAMIN NETANYAHU, WASHING-
TON, 23 OCTOBER 1998.

Secretary Albright reportedly provided
letters of assurance both to PM Netanyahu
and Chatrman Arafat. The Israeli letter was
leaked to the press days after the signing,
and soon after, the Prime Minister’s Office
released it on its Web site at htip.//
www.pmo.gov.il/english/policy/wye-2. html.

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

The United States is pleased to have
worked with you in achieving a successful
outcome in the negotiations on “The Wye
River Memorandum.” We believe its parallel
phased approach will help provide greater
confidence to both sides in the implementa-
tion process, since actions in each stage of
the time line are to be completed by both
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sides before moving to the next stage. I can
confirm that the United States is prepared to
play the role identified for it in the Memo-
randum.

The United States recognizes the impor-
tance of the security provisions of “The Wye
River Memorandum” to the State of Israel. In
this context, and given the role specified for
the United States in the Memorandum, we
wish to reiterate our ironclad commitment to
Israel’s security and to peace, and to stress
that Palestinian security undertakings are a
critical foundation of the Memorandum.

In this context, we wanted to confirm our
understanding of assurances we have re-
ceived from the Palestinians on several is-
sues that you have indicated are of special
concern to Israel. Regarding the Palestinian
apprehension of terrorism suspects (II
(A)(1)(d)), we have been assured that all the
cases which have been identified will be ac-
ted upon. With respect to Palestinian deci-
sions regarding the prosecution, punishment
or other legal measures that affect the status
of individuals suspected of abetting or per-
petrating acts of violence or terror, there are
procedures in place to prevent unwarranted
releases. Furthermore, we will express our
opposition to any unwarranted releases of
such suspects, and in the event of such a re-
lease, we will be prepared to express our
position publicly.

Regarding the Palestinian side’s program
for confiscation and disposition of illegal
weapons under paragraph II (A)(2)(b), our
assistance to the Palestinian side will help
ensure that any retention of weapons is con-
sistent with the relevant Interim Agreement
provisions, including Article IV (5) of Annex
I. The U.S. plans to inform Israel periodically
of the progress of our assistance program.
Finally, with respect to the Palestinian side’s
provision of its list of policemen to Israel (I
(C)(1)(a)), the U.S. has been assured that it
will receive all appropriate information con-
cerning current and former policemen as
part of our assistance program.

Sincerely,
Madeleine K. Albright

Journal of Palestine Studies XXVIII, no. 2 (Winter 1999), pp. 135-146 : jiaall
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PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT,
LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER SHIMON PERES ON THE AMENDMENT
OF THE PALESTINIAN COVENANT, GAZA, 4 MAY 1996

Dear Mr. Peres,

I convey my best wishes to your Excellency, and I would like to convey to you the recent historic
resolution adopted by the Palestinian National Council at its 215t session held in Gaza city.

As part of our commitment to the peace process, and in adhering to the mutual recognition between
the Palestinian Liberation Organization and the Government of Iseael, the PNC was held in Gaza city
between 22-25 of April 1996, and in an extraordinary session decided that the Palestine National
Charter is hereby amended by cancelling the provisions that are contrary o the letters exchanged
between the PLO and the government of Israel on 9/10 Sept. 1993,

Please find enclosed copies of the official Arabic and English texts of the PNC's resolutions,

We remain committed to the peace process.

Yasser Arafat
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the PLO
President of the Palestinian National Authority

Abdul Hadi, Mahdi. Documents on Palestine. PASSIA (Palestinian Academic Society :<aall
for the Study International Affairs). 2007. VOL V. 1995-1999
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ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER BENJAMIN NETANYAHU AND PLO/PA CHAIRMAN
YASSER ARAFAT, JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE, 4 SEPTEMBER 1996 [EXCERPTS]

(The press conference came at the end of talks held between Netanyahu and Arafat at Erez Checkpoint
to get to know each other and to determine the format of the negatiations on Hebron and other issues.]

Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu: After my talks today here I can observe that both parties reiterate their commit-
ment to the interim agreement and their determination to carry out its implementation, However I would
like to emphasize that we have to take into account the needs and the requirements of both sides on the
basis of reciprocity, and the assurance of the security and wel being of both Iscaelis and Palestinian alike,
have heard in the Palestinian press and Palestinian quarters that my intention i to fragment, to break up the
agreement. This is not true, this is not our intention. We want to advance the issues of concem to all of us
and we want to do so in such ways to facilitate negotiations on a final status. I also want to make clear that
our position is o not only move on the peace process but to lso improve the prosperity and economic
conditions of the Palestinian population. We think that prosperity and peace go hand in hand and 1 believe
that we can advance to achieve both goals for the benefit of both peoples, Mr Chairman please,

Chairman Yasser Arafat. First of all would ke to thank Prime Minister, Mr. Netanyahu for this posi-
tive meeting which enables us to cooperate more and more and implement the agreement. [ would
like to emphasize here once again our commitment to pursue the cooperation with Israel and our
commitment to cooperate with Israel in all aspects in accordance with the agreement, This coopera-
tion in all fields will continue respective of our critical differences. Our commitment for both parties
i$ unchangeable. I believe that we and Mr. Netanyahu and his government will walk together to ad-
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vance the peace process, the peace of the brave. We shall not forget it was Mr. Shamir and Mr.
Netanyahu who started the peace process in, Madrid. I have informed Mr. Netanyahu that our first
contact to start the peace in the region was with the late Mr. Begin and the channel was through Mr.
Sadat. We are determined to work with Mr. Netanyahu and with his government. I offer him in front
of you my heart full congratulations on the election choice of the Israelis of making him Prime Minis-
ter, and we will work together as we did with his predecessor.

(Q: (Hebrew) Mr. Prime Minister and Mr, Chairman, have you reached agreement on security ar-
rangements in Hebron? Will it be possible to discuss this, and have you reached or hope to reach
agreement on the question of further redeployment?

PM Netanyahu: (Hebrew) We have set the program for the work of the joint steering committees, and
these issues will be discussed in the framework of the steering committees.

Chairman Arafat: (Arabic) There is a committee that will deal with this issue.

Q: Mr. Netanyahu, you said you were committed to the implementation of the agreement. Have you
decided with the Palestinians or do you have any specific date for the redeployment from Hebron
and for the redeployments, and are you interested in real negotiating?

PM Netanyahu: 1 spoke of the pressures of security and the assurance of the well-being with Pales-
tinians and with Israelis and I think these are real issues. They will be discussed as I said in the
steering committees.

Q: (Hebrew) Mr, Prime Minister, for many years you had very harsh things to say about this man
who is now standing by your side, Yasser Arafat. You based your entire election campaign against
the agreement that the previous government achieved with this man, Yasser Arafat, and now..?

PM Netanyahu. (Hebrew) First of all, I would like to remind you that throughout the election cam-
paign, before we received the mandate from the Israeli voters, I made it absolutely clear that we are
committed to the agreements and to the outline of the peace process, and that we would maintain
contacts with the Palestinian Authority in order to do precisely what we are doing here. In other
words, first of all, to try and iron out the differences on the issues remaining on the agenda in the
Oslo 1 and Oslo 2 agreements, and then to conduct negotiations on the final status arrangement, I
also made it clear that I would meet with Mr. Arafat when I would feel that this was important or
vital to the interests of the State of Israel. I am doing what I said.

Q: (Hebrew) Mr. Prime Minister, there is not a little criticism, to put it mildly, being voiced against you
from your colleagues in the government. Minister Benny Begin says that you have acted contrary to
the government guidelines and without consulting the cabinet. We saw MK Benny Elon of Moledet
look you in the eyes here. How do you cope with this criticism? Was this whole move worthwhile?

PM Netanyahu: (Hebrew) I will ask those who criticism me from within the government: Everything
we are doing here, we said explicitly that we would do, both before the elections and afterwards -
even before the establishment of the government. We intend to steer the political process with the
Palestinians to a final status arrangement in accordance with the position of our government, which
is different from that-of.the previous government. Our government seeks peace, but in our own
way. We seek a peace that we believe can last. We also believe that this process must be conducted
differently, and we are conducting it differently. So, in both the method and the target we have made
clear our intentions on how to achieve peace. All this was said in the most explicit terms, both be-
fore and elections and after the elections, and with the establishment of the government. Whoever
joined the government knew what he was joining and should have taken this into consideration.

Q: (Arabic) Mr. President, is there an agreement concerning the Gaza airport and the new helicopters
that you received?

Chairman Arafat: (Arabic) First, with? regard to the helicopters I have already used them. But with
regard to the airport Gaza, there is a committee that is discussing the matter.
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(: Mr President, do you see after this meeting that the stage will be set for the talks on the final status
talks away from the settlement policy of Israelis? And for the Prime Minister: will you continue to
expand the settlements?

Chairman Arafar. There 1s option for vs to reactivate our negotiations at all levels, including the per-
manent status negotiations,

PM Netanyahu: We have our position on the question of settlements and the Palestinian Authority has
its position. This is well known and we have as you know a mechanism in the final status negotia-
tions to discuss these differences.

Q: Mr. Prime Minister, beyond that symbolisms and the media statements, are you going to imple-
ment what had been agreed upon between the PLO and the former government? And for Mr, Presi-
dent Arafat, how do you see the settlement issue and did you discuss this with the Prime Minister?

PM Netanyahu: I think that it has to be understood that the principle that I have been talking about,
namely the principle of reciprocity, this principle is not a slogan, it's meaningful, It encompasses
the basic principle by which we negotiate, sign agreements and carry out agreements. A contract is as
good as its fulfillment by both sides, There are outstanding issues on the Palestinian side, and there are
outstanding issues on the Isracli side. We are going to bring these issues fogether to the steering com-
mittees and try to resolve them, not necessarily one by one, but in packages if you will, in order to
advance the process. I have said that I think that in relation to the principle of reciprocity, we must
concern ourselves with the question of security and the preservation of a normal system being for
both populations. Again this is not a slogan, it's not a trick. If we don't do it, if security breaks
down, we saw already what happens if the peace process breaks down. So the ideas or the princi-
ples that I am presenting here, and not for the first time, I think are truly the safeguards of advanc-
ing peace. And I think that with these principles in mind we can advance peace, and we intend to.

(: But there is already an agreement signed between the former Israeli government and the PLO,
PM Netanyahu: That is correct, :

0: So?

PM Netanyahu: So we are going to discuss this issue in the steering committee and you are welcome
to come and ask your questions after the meeting with the steering committee.

Chairman Arafat. T have nothing to add but to say that we will continue to negotiate and to coordi-
nate in all levels by all means.

Abdul Hadi, Mahdi. Documents on Palestine. PASSIA (Palestinian Academic Society :_<aall
for the Study International Affairs). 2007. VOL V. 1995-1999
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PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT, ADDRESS TO THE CONFERENCE ON THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 0SLO ACCORDS, GAZA, 15 MARCH 1997 [EXCERPTS]

[The min-summit - called for by Pres, Arafat to push the implementation of the Oslo Accords and "save
the peace process." was attended by representatives from the US, EU, Japan, Egypt and Jordan.

The signing of the Hebron Protocol was an important event which could not have begn so important if
it hadn't been for the tremendous efforts made personally by US President Bill Clinton and his decision
to send a senior delegation to aftend the negotiations, Besides, the great efforts made by President Hosni
Mubarak, King Hussein, the European Community, Russia, Norway and the United Nations,

We believed the peace process was back on track and as we started to gain hope we were surprised by
the decistons of the Istaeli government to Judaize the city of Jerusalem, to build new settlements and
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to enlarge the existing ones in an attempt to pre-empt the final status talks that are due to start in two
days. Later followed the decision of the further re-deployment which was a shock for us. This deci-
sion came as a shock since the redeployment in Area B had been done by 28 December 1995 and as
such the Isracli government had declared that it would re-deploy its troops in less than 2 percent of
Area C. In this respect, I would like to state that 34 articles of the agreement are still pending and the
Israeli government has not fulfilled them. Those infringements are related to dozens of outstanding
issues that are yet to be implemented.

When we agreed to postpone issues of Jerusalem, borders, settlements and refugees until the final
status negotiations, we also agreed that neither party should carry out unilateral steps that would af-
fect those talks. The Agreements have stated that our Palestinian People in the West Bank, Jerusalem
and Gaza Strip would elect their leader and their representatives in the Palestinian Council. Then it
was Israel that came and claimed that the measures it is taking in Jerusalem are part of its sovereign
rights in Jerusalem. How can this be accepted?

The US letter of assurances, dated 18 October 1991, stressed that the issue of Jerusalem would be dis-
cussed in the final status talks and that Israel has no right to unilaterally take measures that would change
the demographic status of the city and in the occupied Palestinian territories. The world has confronted
Isracl’s annexation of Jerusalem as was stated in UN Resolutions 252 of 1986, 267 of 1969, 271 of 1969,
298 of 1971, 446 and 452 of 1979, 465, 471, 476 and 478 of 1980, 672 of 1990 and many other resolu-
tions that were adopted by the UN General Assembly, including the resolution of two days ago.

The decision to build the new settlement in Jabal Abu Ghaneim is an old decision that was frozen by
the government of Mr. Yitzhak Rabin and its successor, the government of Shimon Peres, because
both of them realized how serious the implementation of such a decision would be too the peace
process, Now Mr., Netanyahu comes to implement a plan to isolate Jerusalem from the West Bank
and to sever the northern parts of the West Bank from the southern parts. We have plans and maps
that indicates hotels are to be built in this area in preparations for Bethlehem 2000 events. Such a plan
aims at replacing the town of Bethlehem with the new settlements. The situation is very serious and
all the settlement projects in Jerusalem and the surrounding areas as well as in the rest of the Palestin-
ian lands are not but a plan very detrimental to the peace process. In this respect I would like to pre-
sent to you what the government of Yitzhak Rabin had committed itself to with regard to the settle-
ments. Those commitments have become an official decision of the Israeli cabinet which was re-
scinded by the Netanyahu government once he came to power: )

- No to new settlements.
- -No works to enlarge existing Jewish settlements.
- No government money will be funneled for settlement activities.

Fences are to be setup at a distance of 50 meters way from the last house of every settlement (borders
of the existing Jewish settlements).

Settlements and confiscation of lands have continued in an unprecedented pace not only in Jerusalem
but also in Hebron, Bethlehem, Ramallah, Nablus, Qalqgilya, Tulkarem, Jenin, Jericho, Toubas, Salfit
and even in the Gaza Strip.

We endeavor to save the peace process, to protect it and to put it back on track. To achieve this, terms
of reference of the peace process and the signed agreements should be honored. Israel has tried to
transfer negotiations into dictation in order to dedicate accomplished facts on the ground by means of
settlement activities, land expropriation, by-pass roads, house demolition, transfer of population,
confiscation of identity cards of our people in Jerusalem in a serious ethnic cleansing campaign.

The Israeli government has forgo‘t;en or pretended to forget, its commitment (0 safeguard the holy
shrines in Christianity and Islam as well as the Palestinian Institutions operating in Jerusalem, accord-
ing to the letter of Mr. Shimon Peres to late Norwegian Foreign Minister Johan Holst. The Israeli
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Government has also ignored its commitments vis-2-vis the agreement on refugees. The differences
on this issue have continued and there has not been any progress in the four-way committee talks of
Egypt, Jordan, Israel and the Palestinian Authority.

I have called for this meeting to save the peace process. Responsibility in this respect is collective.
We need to find a mechanism efficient to face Israel's refusal to fulfill what has been agreed upon.
We seek your support and aid to find the mechanism which can guarantee the accurate implementa-
tion of the singed agreements, and a mechanism that would guarantee that neither party carries out
unilateral steps that might affect or harm the final status agenda.

I would like to reiterate our commitment to peace. And in the same time I call upon the government
of Israel to express equal commitment and to stop those unilateral measures that are liable to destroy
the whole peace process. As we stated before the peace and terrorism cannot go hand in hand, so do,
peace and settlements. TheyCanriot-go iand in glove. I call upon the government of Israel to rescmd
its settlement plans to stop manipulation of the agreements as it did with regard to the first phase of
the further re-deployment, We have no choice but to adhere to reason, wisdom and courage as well as
to the option of peace, based on comprehensiveness, durability and justice.

I again call for your assistance and support to protect the peace process and to put it back on track, far
from the language of arrogance, de-facto policy or sense of superiority. Our people suffer from clo-
sure, siege and intransigence in not opening the safe passage between the West Bank and Gaza, or in
opening the airport or the Gaza port,

The responsibility is collective and joint. Out of this conference, we should walk towards new hori-
zons in order to safeguard a new future, clear of violence, suppression and bloodshed, not only for the
Palestinian and Israeli peoples but to the peoples of the whole region.

Abdul Hadi, Mahdi. Documents on Palestine. PASSIA (Palestinian Academic Society :_<aall
for the Study International Affairs). 2007. VOL V. 1995-1999



270

(23) #) 3ls

:\,,:b}” 5»\7-}” mjg.'v' oliy o 1998 i.J ( 3 ) ‘.5) L;.oU) B gt o
SR wag

ko3 ¢ U Jganll B glally 2yl dslgdl) e EBY Ay Al il Ao ) Aokl sy Bt A el Bdad) amlll g,
ojuuuv‘amk@1936hA(74)r5$g~un¢ggmoyugu,;¢&>XA5¢&aJyy;1995&J(5)rgojw|
ad Bl o) Rl Slygill 055 Loy ¢ 3 4 2ia) Q@ Abnldll DAl 3 L 1960 0 (16 o5 Sl
2 3 1967/ 6/ 5 Js 3L ST g sy ke (il ol azaly 1994 2. (1) a3 405 ey 1979
OLY) 050 salony Sy Y 093 g seendll ) L 5 e G2 ods Elay dogn 0506 o] (pdy el
B> Oledy Bl Dol plioy el ooty oS iy ipde il ol dakine e e e T (R R BNV
o Syl (LAYl il 2 I 2 ) ly 2o Bty bty Ehonaly (ol ey 3
(1yssu

s ol sl A8l sl waému, Sramll seadl Je o) 1 dakldl) il B 3 degin xb U S e
Slned) |S5s Yy 222l Jl por M) ey (e il Jlamial e 2 el of il Jlamzl gf i) UL BLaY)

e G ol asill e (o o 26y 2 g 30 il paled ey 3L alaily S o o 2 f )l gl aeg all e
gl ol dads Jgs e tiaddl) o) dabai Buie G by G .

(2)sb
el 80T el KoY Ty ool 330 JLayl o T S ot (of a2

(3yab
w0 gl e Tl & Jomy Btda il D @BMN G oy M Vs iy

G ldl 2l gl ALl ) ke ddll o) Raad B i) 2l o s w1998/ 11719 : 3 a0

. p I VL TP T i TR 3 10— SRR UG AR U Sl o | o A | (P ¢
P —.&-‘L 3 < ek »L,,_ RA 2VAST ! T a2 RS il Lol dagzia P
554 s & — £ & 3 s 'S C

(ARl — iy Araly 1 juadl)




271

(24) 2 gala

PLO CHAIRMAN YASSER ARAFAT, SPEECH BY AT THE SIGNING
OF THE SHARM EL-SHEIKH MEMORANDUM, 4 SEPTEMBER 1999

Mr. Hosni Mubarak, President of Egypt, His Majesty King Abduilah of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor-
dan, Mr. Ehud Barak, Prime Minister of Israel, Mrs. Madeleine Albright, the U.S. Secretary of State,
ladies and gentlemen,

I would like to thank President Mubarak for hosting this ceremony to sign the agreement to im-
plement the outstanding clauses of the Wye Agreement between the PLO and the government of Is-
rael. In this respect, we would like to express our deep appreciation of the constructive role that has
been played by Egypt under the leadership of President Mubarak and his top aides, who have ex-
pressed their full support to the peace process in the region. I would like also to extend my thanks to
President Clinton and to Secretary of State Madeleine Albright for the efforts that have been done by
the United States as a guarantor of the peace process and to put the peace process back on track. It is
a new occasion to go ahead within the significant role of the United States and the role and the efforts
done by His Majesty King Abdullah, and the support that we have had from the European community,
from Russia, from China, from Japan, from friendly countries, from the United Nations. It is with the
help of all those that this ceremony is being held and the signing is taking place. On this occasion I
would like to remind you of the role that was played by the late King Hussein, may his soul rest in
peace, in achieving the Wye River Agreement and in supporting the peace process in the region.

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen,

The signing of this memorandum tonight represents a complement to the peace process and to move
forward to implement all the' outstanding clauses and points. We have no time to waste and we have no
chance to waste any more chances. It is an ongoing hope now for us to maintain the pace of the peace.
We respect our commitments and implement them, and we implement all our commitments in the agree-
ments, and we will continue our"efforts to maintain the supremeness in the interests of all people and
safeguarding the peace process, and we express our interest to go on forward to reach the final status
settlement based on the UN Resolution 242 and on the basis of land for peace, and to build our inde-
pendent Palestinian state with Jerusalem being its capital, to solve the problem of the Palestinian mfu-
gees according to resolutions of the lntemauonal legitimacy.

Now, as we are ready to implement the Wye Memorandum, we will be seeing in a few coming days ’
the PNA takeover of additional lands of the Palestinian territories, to open the safe passage between

the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, and we will be seeing too the release of hundreds of Palestinian
prisoners. We would like to try to stress the need to stop all the settlement activities, the land expro-
priation and house demolition - all those have been stressed in our previous and former agreements
that we signed together. The commitment to the peace process is very significant and important be-
cause it supplies the appropriate atmosphere to achieving progress towards the permanent status ne-
gotiations and to build confidence by implementing all the agreements signed, based on the Declara-
tion of Principles between the PLO and the government of Israel.

We have succeeded with our partner the late Yitzhak Rabin and with Shimon Peres in the first years
that followed the signing of the Oslo Agreement, the Taba Agreement, and the Cairo Agreement as
well, to express a good mood of friendship and partnership, Palestinian and Israeli, and we have
proved that this partnership is very important, based on mutual respect and commitment to signed
agreements and combatting enemies of peace on both sides. We have succeeded in establishing a
strong infrastructure for maintaining peace - the peace of the brave - in our region.

1 would like here to reiterate the commitment of the PLO and of the PNA and of the Palestinian people in
the peace agreements, We hereby extend our hand to Mr. Barak as our main partner in the peace process,
the peace of the brave, and we tell him: We are ready to resume the process of building the Palestinian-
Israeli partnership for the sake of peace, and we are ready to continue to help maintain continuous €oop-
eration between us to build the peace of the brave and make it reality. This is the real challenge that is
facing both of us. Let us work together in order to achieve it, and let us work together in order to improve
our capability to make peace the basic and fundamental ground of our daily life.

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen,

More than three years ago this city in Egypt witnessed an international summit, when dozens of
world leaders met to stress the unity of the world against terror and their support of the peace process.
Today we meet again on this important occasion to reiterate the same meanings and the same goal,
which is to lead the peace process to its final destination by means of achieving a just and a long-
lasting peace in the region on all tracks, including the Syrian and the Lebanese tracks. Thank you.

Abdul Hadi, Mahdi. Documents on Palestine. PASSIA (Palestinian Academic Society for the :Juaall
Study International Affairs). 2007. VOL V. 1995-1999
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PLO CHAIRMAN YASSER ARAFAT, REMARKS ON THE
SHARM AL-SHEIKH MEMORANDUM TO THE ARAB FOREIGN MINISTERS
COUNCIL, CAIRO, 12 SEPTEMBER 1999 [EXCERPTS]

[Arafat's speech was noteworthy for its strong stand on refugee rights at a time of
widespread skepticism concerning PA intentions for final status negotiations on the issue. i

After three years of total stagnation in the peace process, life and soul returned to the peace process
with the signing of the Sharm 2l-Sheikh Memorandum under the patronage of blessed President
Husni Mubarak... We regard the signing of this memorandum as an important and necessary step in
the right direction for the sake of implementing all the provisions of the interim agreement to which
Israel committed itself, in an honest and accurate way and in accordance with the agreed on dead-
lines, which were held up by the former Israeli government. We expect with great hope and confi-
dence the continuation of the peace talks on the Palestinian track and the resumption of negotiations
on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks as well as a lasting, just, and comprehensive peace that restores
the territory to its rightful owners and provides security and stability to the region's countries and
nations. This peace must guarantee the end of the Isracli occupation of our Palestinian, Syrian, and
Lebanese territory; the restoration of our holy shrines; Palestinian self-determination; and the estab-

lishment of an independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital.

We cling to the need to implement, faithfully and accurately, UN Security Council Resolutions 242,
338, and 425 on all fronts because the Arab nation will never abandon its lands and rights as spelled

out by the UN resolutions nor will it ever accept less than what is provided for in the text of the
binding UN resolutions.

Let me emphasize here in front of you, dear brothers, that we are determined to cling obstinately to
the provisions of the UN.resolutions and the necessity to implement them, and to the withdrawal of
the Tsraeli forces from Palestinian, Syrian, and Lebanese territories to the 4 June 1967 borders. I call
on the venerable Arab League Council to reaffirm this united Arab stance, as it did in the past, to
put things in the proper perspective before all the parties concerned with the peace process.

Mr. Chairman, Jadies and gentlemen, the essence of the Palestinian cause is the issue of a usurped
land and the Palestinian refugees, who were unrightfully driven from their land by the unjust Israeli
aggression, which occurred and continues to occur on our land and against our people. As a result,
millions of Palestinians were Jeft without land, homes, and country. In our struggle to regain the
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land, we have never forgotten and will never forget our kinfolk and sons who are dispersed in vari-
ous parts of the world without a homeland, future, or identity.

Sinful and vicious attempts are now being made to cast despair and frustration in the hearts of the
Palestinian refugees, to undermine their splendid patriotic steadfastness, which has protected the
Palestinian cause from being wasted and forgotten. This is the outcome of a tremendous colonialist
conspiracy against our people. Some tendentious voices are speaking about resetilement in one
Arab country or another, or the dispersing of the Palestinians in far-flung lands,

In the name of the Palestinian people and on behalf of the PLO and the Palestinian Authority, let me
declare it loud and clear: There can be no homeland for the Palestinian people except their homeland,
Palestine, the homeland of their fathers and grandfathers, and of their children and grandchildren. It is
the homeland of the past, the present, and the future, no matter how much time is needed to achieve
this and regardless of the magnitude of the conspiracies against these people and the Arab nation.

QOur belief in the refugees' right to return to their homeland is unshakable. Our resolve in this matter
is relentless. As much as faith, the clinging to the land, and steadfastness have served this cause, the
UN resolutions have also preserved the Palestinian right and the right of the Palestinian refugees to
return to their homeland.

UN Resolution 194, which spells out the full rights of the refugees, is the one to which we cling to
protect the rights of the Palestinian refugees. There can be no solution to the problem of the Pales-
tinian refugees other than the implementation of Resolution 194. For this reason, I call on our na-
tion, its countries and people, to cling to this resolution and defend it at international conferences
and forums as well as in the current negotiations.

Our people, who made many, many sacrifices in the homeland and the camps to regain their land
and establish a state, will not accept resettlement and dispersion, but will continue their just and le-
gitimate struggle until the sons of the Palestinian homeland return to the country, Palestine.

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, holy Jerusalem, the capital of the coming state of Palestine, is
being subjected to a conspiracy to Judaize it completely, obliterate its history, and erase its histori-
cal heritage and its international, religious, and pan-Arab character... The settlement onslaught also
intruded into the heart of the Old City of Jerusalem; its houses were stolen and confiscated, and its
Arab character was obliterated by force and coercion.

I place the issue of Jerusalem before my brothers, the Arab leaders and officials, affirming to them
that we cling to all our rights in holy Jerusalem, on the basis of implementing the pertinent UN
resolutions, particularly Security Council Resolution 242, which applies to holy Jerusalem as much
as it applies to the other occupied Palestinian and Arab territories. We have rejected and continue to
reject the Israeli government's decision to annex holy Jerusalem, We reject the city's Judaization,
and, with the cooperation of our people and masses, we are working day and night to preserve our
firm rights in holy Jerusalei.

From this podium, I call on our nation and our Arab countries to attach to Jerusalem the importance
it deserves and to formulate policies capable of protecting our holy Jerusalem from Judaization and
settlement I declare it openly: There can be no peace without a free holy Jerusalem as the capital of
the Palestinian state. Real peace is the peace that restores Jerusalem to its people and nation and to
its global humanitarian and religious role.

I wish to remind everyone that we went to the Madrid peace conference on the basis of the land-for-
peace principle in line with Resolutions 242, 338, and 425.

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, we continue to adhere to the agreements we signed with the
Israeli government. We are making every possible effort to ensure that the Israelis remain commit-
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ted to the implementation of these agreements in letter and spirit and in accordance with the agreed
upon timetable. The signing of the Sharm al-Sheikh Memorandum a few days ago reaffirmed the
importance of safeguarding and reviving the peace process and saving it from the total stagnation
under which it labored during the past three years. The signing also underlined the need to imple-
ment swiftly, faithfully, and honestly all the outstanding agreements and to press ahead with the
search for the desired peace.

We have implemented the provisions required of us to promote the peace process. We will continue
this firm policy, which proceeds from our wish to safeguard the inalienable Palestinian rights for the
sake of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East that would ensure security for all sides and guar-
antee our national rights in our independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital.

Ladies and gentlemen, achieving swift progress in the final status negotiations, which will begin
tomorrow, Monday, requires that the Israeli government should complete the implementation of its
obligations in line with the Wye River agreement and stop completely confiscating Palestinian
lands and building settlements on them, especially as these actions contradict the spirit of the peace
we wish to attain and are a flagrant violation of UN resolutions, including UN Security Council
Resolutions 242 and 338. Restoring confidence in the peace process and in its objectives is a very
important thing, because it creates a favorable atmosphere to make quick progress in the final status
negotiations and find just and lasting solutions to the core issues, particularly those that pertain to
the future of holy Jerusalem, the settlements, the refugees, the borders, and the water resources. The
future of the entire peace process hinges on resolving these issues.

Abdul Hadi, Mahdi. Documents on Palestine. PASSIA (Palestinian Academic Society for the :, <l
Study International Affairs). 2007. VOL V. 1999-2002
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PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT, ADDRESS TO THE MEETING OF THE FOREIGN
MINISTERS OF THE COUNTRIES OF NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT (NAM),
MEMBERS IN THE COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE AND THE NAM CAUCUS

OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL, PRETORIA, 3 MAY 2001

H E Brother President Thabo Mbeki, President of the Republic of South Africa,
Excellencies, the Minister of Foreign Affairs Ambassadors of the Countries of the NAM, members in
the Committee on Palestine and the NAM Caucus in the UN Security Council, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Allow me, at the start, to convey our deepest thanks and appreciation to the friendly Republic of
South Africa and its President, H E Thabo Mbeki for this initiative. It is an initiative that reflects the
devotion shown by South Africa and the countries, members in NAM and in the Committee of Pales-
tine, towards Palestine, its people and its cause. It also shows the interest of the leaders of these mem-
ber countries in the developments that are accelerating in the Middle East, especially the far-reaching
Israeli occupation and aggression against our Palestinian people, I would like also to convey our
greetings to President Nelson Mandela.



276

Mr. President, Excellencies, the Ministers, Ambassadors, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The escalation of the ongoing Israeli war of aggression against the Palestinian people, in which
Israel is using an array of internationally prohibited weapons along with the closure and blockade of
3,2 million Palestinians, - a war of aggression that is about to enter its ninth month — represents a
dangerous Isracli tendency that shakes the foundation of international and regional stability. This
stability was in the process of being consecrated as a result of the peace process and the limited pro-
gress achieved on its path. The international community became aware of the dangers created by Is-
rael on both the human and political levels. Thus the UN Commission on Human Rights took the
initiative in condemning the Israeli crimes committed in this all-out war against the Palestinian peo-
ple. The UN Security Council condemned also in its Resolution 1322 the use by Israel of excessive
force. There is also the recent US position, namely, their demand that Israeli forces withdraws imme-
diately from the Palestinian territories under full Palestinian jurisdiction which we call area "A" fol-
lowing its recent re-occupation by the Israeli Army of Gaza Strip. There are as well, the decisions and
resolutions adopted by the European Union, Russia, China, Japan, and the Non-Aligned, the Islamic
and the Arab countries. All these have formed an international consensus that condemns aggression
and caution against its dangers regionally and internationally.

Therefore, I view this initiative with great interest and pride. I am really betting on the effectiveness
of your joint efforts, whether within the framework of the Non-Aligned Movement or any other
framework. In so doing, I take into consideration that the members of the committee on Palestine and
the NAM Caucus are active on the international scene on all levels,

Mr. President, Excellencies, the Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our Palestinian people are subjected to an ugly Israeli occupation that continues since 1967 and
aggression as well as to a war of destruction and annihilation that threatens their life, property, and
human and national rights. The number of our martyrs and wounded over the recent few months ex-
ceeded 24000. All this is in addition to what the Palestinians are exposed to as a result of the ongoing
military escalation from land, sea and air; the use of the internationally prohibited weapons; the siege
imposed on our towns, villages and refugee camps; the siege and blockade imposed on supply and the
economy to starve our people, including medical; the holding of our tax revenues; the closure and
destruction of our water resources; the bulldozing of agricultural lands, including olive trees which
were planted thousands of years ago, from the Roman era; the assassination of leaders in an unprece-
dented manner in our contemporary era; the massive detentions of our populace; the destruction of
religious sites, residential areas and medical, tourist, education and official institutions and facilities;
the destruction of many of our industrial areas; the banning of importing primary goods for these
industrial areas; the dismissal of our workers, so much that the number of workers unemployed ex-
ceeds 360 000; and even forbidding our fishermen to fish on the sea.

All this makes it pertinent that we all make joint and coordinated action to confront this military esca-
lation and racist aggression as well as their repercussions on our people. We should put in the first
place, the right of our Palestinian people to receive immediate international protection to stop the
ongoing Israeli aggression against our Palestinian people, their Christian and Islamic holy sites in
Holy Jerusalem, Hebron, Bethlehem, Beit Jala, Beit Sahour and other areas. Also we should stop the
daily and bloody killing of our masses. I would like to thank your distinguished Caucus for its effec-
tive support and help in this regard. 1 look forward to continue the work with you at the United Na-
tions, the Security Council and at other international fora so that this legitimate human right is not
taken off the UN agenda by the veto power, and is not dropped by the force of the various attempts
that aim at emptying UN resolutions from their real contents.

Mr. President, Excellencies, the Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our Palestinian people have decided not to walk away, under any circumstances, from interna-
tional legality. They have decided not to lose hope in the possibility that this legality will come to the
support of their rights and aspirations. Our people have proved by adopting this correct and civilized
attitude, that they can define the effective and convincing bases for peace and stability in the ME vis-
A-vis the Palestinian cause. International legality has the definite and satisfactory answers to all ques-
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tions and elements of the ME conflict. On the basis of international legality and its resolutions we
demand the Israeli withdrawal from all the Palestinian and Arab territories occupied in June 1967,
including Holy Jerusalem, in accordance with UN Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and on
the basis of the Madrid Peace Conference “land for peace”.

Also on the basis of this international legality, we demand a just solution for the refugee problem,
which is the basis of the Palestinian cause and forms its human and political context, this solution
must be in accordance with UNGA Resolution 194.

On the basis of international legality, we work for and demand the cessation of the crimes committed
by the Israeli settlers against our people and our religious holy places. We demand the removal of the
settlement phenomena in accordance with the signed agreements and international resolutions. It is a
phenomenon that is rejected on the international level and is illegal and destructive to peace not rec-
ognized by any international party. I here would like to appreciate the statement made yesterday by
the Secretary of State, Colin Powel, concerning his demand to cease settlement activities including
those expansions within existing settlements.

These are the bases for demanding our rights. These are also the solid foundations of a permanent,
just and comprehensive peace, the peace of the brave, which I have contracted and agreed upon with
my late partner Isracli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin who was assassinated by the Isracli extremists.
This is the peace that realizes the interests of all and guarantees security and safety for all.

Mr. President, Excellencies, the Ministers

Allow me from here, to salute with confidence and appreciation, the countries of NAM who have
never wavered in their indefatigable and effective work on behalf of Palestine and the rights of its peo-
ple; for the protection of the Christian and Islamic Holy Places which are facing today ongoing difficul-
ties, challenges, threats and violations perpetrated by the Israeli occupiers; and for your protection of the
peace of the brave, the permanent, just and comprehensive peace, in the ME and the whole world.

From here, I would like also to salute the state of South Africa, the ally of Palestine. I would like to
salute all the peoples yearning from freedom and independence. I salute the great people of South
Africa who have presented, and still do present, a viable model, full of life, for the persistent struggle
against racism and for freedom and independence.

I draw my confidence from your support and from your continuous efforts here, in all fora and at all
difficult junctures.

Before concluding T would like to point out to the efforts being exerted by our brothers in Egypt and
Jordan in their Egyptian-Yordanian initiative. This initiative was approved by the European Union,
Russia and the USA. It is supported by the Arab Summit. Lastly, and following much exerted efforts,
Israel sent Mr. Shimon Peres to discuss it with our brothers in Egypt and Jordan. We hope that this
will lead to calm down the dangerous situation through which the Palestinian people pass through as a
result of the Israeli"€scalation and the economic and financial blockade. We hope that it will also
bring back the situation to the status where it was before 28 September 2000, and will start the nego-
tiations from the point we arrived at then including what has been agreed upon at Sharm Sheickh in
the presence of President Clinton, King Abdalla, Mr. Kofi Annan and Mr. Xavier Solana and under
the hospitality of President Mubarak.

Finally, I convey the greetings of our struggling people in Holy Jerusalem and Palestine, the Holy
Land. Our Palestinian people who have written wonderful stories of heroism and sacrifice. They are a
people who have written the chapters of the highest forms of steadfastness and courage: both in terms
of principle and aims. They are the people who really deserve your support and solidarity in order to
be able to regain their legitimate rights including their right to return, to self determination and to
-establish their independent state, on their national soil, with Holy Jerusalem as its capital.
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Documents on Palestine — Vol. VI: 12, Stalemate in the Middle East Peace Negotiations

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my deepest appreciation to President Thabo Mbeki for
the efforts he has been exerted and will exert for the cause of peace in the region and for the Palestin-
ian People.

Allow me also to extend my appreciation to my dear sister Foreign Minister for your wonderful ef-
forts as the one heading this meeting.

Before I end my message, I would like to reiterate what was agreed between me and HE President
Mbeki, and what I said this morning after my meeting with ex-President Mandela.

I reiterate my full commitment to the peace proéess and all agreements signed. The language of vio-
lence and bombardment will not serve the interests of Palestinians or Israelis.

Therefore in front of this distinguished gathering, I announce my full acceptance and commitment to
the Egypt-Jordanian proposal.

I do this with no reservation for the cause of a comprehensive, lasting and just peace in order to revive
the hopes of peace and put the peace process back on its right track.

I do so on behalf of the interests of the Israeli people, the Palestinian people and the people of the
Middle Eastern Region.

I am making this commitment in front of President Mbeki and I count on you all.

I send this to Mr. Sharon; the Prime Minister of Israel, saying my commitment to peace is for peace
and security for your children and our children and for the stability and peace of the whole Middle-
East region.

I thank you and may God grant us success in the best interest of our people.

Peace be with you and God’s mercy and blessings be upon you.

Abdul Hadi, Mahdi. Documents on Palestine. PASSIA (Palestinian Academic Society for the :Juaall
Study International Affairs). 2007. VOL V. 1999-2002
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PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT, ADDRESS TO THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, 16 DECEMBER 2001

We will, without doubt,
Help our apostles and those
Who believe, (both)

In this world's life
And on the Day
When the Witnesses
Will stand forth-

Sadaga Allahu Al-Athim,

Brothers and Sisters, Sons and Daughters of our struggling people, Nation of great people, Mothers,
fathers, and brothers of our martyrs - You who have offered the most priceless gift, your own flesh
and blood in the quest for freedom and independence and on the road to Palestine and Jerusalem Al-
Sharif. You who are languishing in prison, and who have been wounded, with your endurance, your
wounds, your pain and your hope, you have composed a heroic legend unique in this age, bringing us
within sight of Jerusalem Al-Sharif, the capital of our independent Palestinian state.

My loved ones in all cities, villages, and refugee camps, within Palestine and in exile, you who have
composed the epic of national struggle and the miracle of and steadfastness of endurance-to you alone
we owe the safekeeping of our national cause, the preservation of our just and legitimate objectives
and the unwavering assurance of their realization,

From my heart and my very being I grect you and wish you the best on this blessed Eid.

On this sacred occasion, I reach out to you speaking to your hearts and minds, laying before you with
clarity the facts as they are. I do so in order to reflect collectively on all matters that concern us all
and to reason together on our decisions and our future course. I am confident that this people, this
proud and valiant nation, has the clarity of vision, the lucidity of awareness, and the strength of will
and determination to enable it to overcome all difficulties and challenges in order to achieve its rights
and protect its Christian and Muslim holy sites. Our nation has made our victory certain and ingvita-
ble on our own and free blessed land, the first of the Qiblas and the third of the most sacred mosques,
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occupation of our areas, exploiting operations carried out against Israeli civilians-these operations that
we have condemned and continue to denounce.

This complex conflict in which we find ourselves does not permit and must not allow for the under-
mining of the credibility of the Palestinian leadership and its decisions. We must not allow Sharon
and his military establishment, nor must we grant them all that they need in terms of pretexts so as to
escalate their aggression, nor should we provide them with the means to label our brave and legiti-
mate struggle for liberation as terrorism or as the killing of civilians.

Once again, I reaffirm today the full and immediate cessation of all armed operations. Again, I call for
the total halt of all operations, particularly suicide attacks, that we have always denounced, and we
shall hold accountable all those who facilitate and plan them. The same applies to the firing of mor-
tars that serve no purpose except to provide the justification for Israeli assaults against us.

Any violation of this decision will be deemed as causing grave damage to the supreme national inter-
ests of our people and of the Arab nation, and all violators will be relentlessly prosecuted. Our objec-
tive is to reaffirm the credibility of our choices and course of action in order to restore calm for the
implementation of the Mitchell recommendations and the Tenet understandings, and to return to the
negotiating table, which remains the only means for the resolution of the conflict.

I am confident that our national consensus will remain firmly focused on the objectives of freedom,
independence, the building of the independent Palestinian state with its capital Jerusalem Al-Sharif,
within the framework of the resolutions of international legitimacy 242, 338, 425, and 194 (pertaining
to the Palestinian refugees) and the principle of land-for-peace.

Dear sisters and brothers, we stand here on this sacred land of our pledge, defending the nation's
honor, dignity, and integrity and safeguarding its Christian and Muslim holy sites.

I extend my most heart-felt gratitude and appreciation to all those brothers and friends throughout the
world who have provided us with political, moral, and material support, both at the popular and offi-
cial levels. Like ‘all other Palestinians, I feel a tremendous sense of reassurance whenever Arab, Is-
lamic, non-aligned, and other international fora convene either at our request or for our sake. It consti-
tutes a constant and renewed message to the world that the Palestinians do not stand alone and that the
Arab nation and their friends throughout the world remain at their side, committed to their cause and
objectives and to the protection of their most sacred Christian and Muslim sites in the Holy Land.

Dear sisters and brothers, we must fully grasp the latest international developments, particularly in the
aftermath of the terrorist attacks in New York and Washington on September 11th, 2001, and their im-
pact on our cause and our rights. We shall always continue to safeguard our relations and contacts with
all effective parties throughout world. We shall also make sure that we fully comprehend all rapid devel-
opments, and that we deal with them with full awareness, composure, and balance. We shall endeavor as
well to maintain international mobilization and solidarity with our cause and rights, at a time in which
we face deliberate distortion and incitement against us, and in which we face unjust attempts to tarnish
with the label of terrorism our legitimate stand for liberation and for ending the occupation, as endorsed
by international legitimacy.

I can proudly state that with the sacrifices and endurance of our people, and with our responsible con-
duct in this complex and multi-faceted conflict, we have succeeded in defeating all attempts at falsify-
ing the legitimate authenticity of our struggle and the nobility of its objectives. In this context, we
have achieved unprecedented accomplishments.

The justice of our struggle has been effectively reinforced by the vision presented by Secretary of
State Collin Powell pertaining to the Palestinian question, which was preceded by President George
W. Bush's declaration before the United Nations of his commitment to establishing the state of Pales-
tine. It was reinforced by this latest clear and decisive stance of the European Union, Russia, the United
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Nations, Arab and Islamic countries, non-aligned nations, and the international community. All these
positions attest to the inevitability of the achievement of all our national and legitimate rights. The fair-
ness and credibility of our people's struggle and cause are further evidenced in the maintaining of strong
and solid friendships and alliances with states and peoples throughout the world.

At this point, and in your name, the great and steadfast Palestinian people, I shall address the Israelis as a
whole with a message of absolute clarity: Our dialogue began decades ago. Side by side, and in the most
difficult of conditions, we struggled along with the peace forces and in defiance of a legal and political
ban imposed by several Israeli governments. We strove in order to legitimize dialogue as the basis for
reaching mutual understanding, and negotiations as the means to achieve mutually beneficial resnlts.

Our joint insistence on dialogue enabled us to reach Madrid, Oslo, and other stations on our road to
peace-the peace of the brave, for your children and for ours.

At this point, I renew our pledge to continue the dialogue, and I call on the government of Israel to
abandon the illusion that tanks and airplanes are capable of accomplishing what should be achieved
only through negotiations and mutval understanding. We are not seeking the impossible. We do not
constitute a threat to the existence of the state of Israel. We want the restoration of our land, including
Jerusalem, which was occupied in 1967. Qur position is endorsed by international legality. We seek
the withdrawal of Israeli forces from this land occupied in 1967, including the settlements, and this is
consistent with international legality.

We seek the honest and accurate implementation of all agreements concluded between us, and the
resumption of negotiations on permanent status issues without forgoing the preliminary achievements
of Oslo, Wye River, Camp David, Sharm Al-Sheikh, Paris, and Taba.

In all candor, we seek a genuine Palestinian state, with everything that the word implies, with Jerusa-
lem as its capital, alongside the state of Israel.

As for the tanks that pervade our cities and villages, the planes that destructively shell them in contraven-
tion of international law as well as all norms of civilized behavior and military ethic, the siege in all its
forms, and the internationally-prohibited collective punitive measures, which are being exercised by the
Israeli government-all these will not defeat the will and determination of the Palestinian people,

I renew my invitation to the people, political powers, institutions and government of Israel to return
without delay to the table of negotiations and to proceed immediately to terminate these grave inhu-
mane measures being exercised against our people and which serve no purpose except the aggravation
of conditions and rendering security, peace, and stability in the region all that more distant.

In conclusion, to my beloved people, the great and proud nation within the homeland and in exile, [
greet you and reach out to you so that together we will plant an olive tree on the grave of every mar-
tyr, for all that was destroyed shall be rebuilt, God willing and with the determination of the people.
All beautifu] hopes shall be realized with God's will. Victory is an hour's patience away.

And to enter your temple, as they have entered it before,
And to visit with destruction all that fell into their power

)

God will not fail in His promisé', Sadaga Allahu Al-Athim, Peace be upon you.

Abdul Hadi, Mahdi. Documents on Palestine. PASSIA (Palestinian Academic Society for the :ji<aall
Study International Affairs). 2007. VOL V. 1999-2002
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