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Abstract

This study investigates Force-feeding which is a major measure the Israeli Occupation
allows against the Palestinian prisoners. Force-feeding is a violent procedure the colonial
state tends to authorize to undermine the prisoners’ hunger strikes. The Palestinian Prisoners
have undertaken hunger strikes since the 1970s and 1980s of the last century in protests over
the systematic repressive practices, administrative arrests and lack of human rights. The
importance of this study lies in identifying Force-feeding and its practice in two different
stages of enacting the law of Force-feeding in 2015 and after. The authorization of Force-
feeding is controversial in international law and other multiple foreign laws; some tend to
prohibit the practice while others follow the stance of allowing it. Interviews are
administered in this study as an analytical methodology to draw attention to the issue of

Force-feeding within the realm of colonialism and Israel as an ‘Exception Status.’

The present study looks closely at the roles of the different authorities in the colonial state
involved in the application of Force-feeding against the Palestinian prisoners. It starts with
the analysis of the Proposal of the Ministry of Security and the approval of the Knesset to
enact the measure of Force-feeding against the prisoners on hunger strike. The Health system
of the colonial state has also been studied through observing the role of doctors in enforcing
Force-feeding. A particular attention is given to the effective role of the Israeli Supreme
Court in affirming the constitutionality and authorization of the law, in addition to

pinpointing the political reasons underlying the measure of Force-feeding.

The goal of this study is not to describe Force- feeding as an act of torture or humiliation as
this requires a more extensive research that cannot be addressed here. However, it highlights
the analytical tools that must be used when studying Force-feeding in Israel with reference

to the weakness of the international law. The weakness particularly appears in the ambiguity



of the texts on the authorization of Force-feeding and the myriad of the legal and foreign
opinions on the issue. In brief, Force-feeding is examined within the structure of the settlers’
perception of elimination and genocide in addition to the notion of ‘Exception Status’ paving

the way for further academic studies on the legal description of Force-feeding in the future.
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