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Abstract:

The camps environment constitutes an exceptional situation from the rest of the
surrounding environments, due to elements that were created by the status of
refuge itself which was resulted from the occupation, and the occurrence of an
articular and important event such as “Al-Nakba” in the lives of the Palestinians,
which in turn has affected various aspects of the Palestinian's life and identity.
And with the Palestinians being within a cycle of continued conflict because of
the occupation, this research comes as an attempt to understand the interaction
between conflict and its implications, and refugees identity, by taking the
residents of the Deheisheh camp in Bethlehem governorate as a case study, and
through analyzing the cultural expressions they are presenting, thus, forming part
of the process of understanding the impact of the conflict and its effects on
peoples under occupation or displaced by the occupation, as well as on the role of

identity in conflict processes and manifestations.

Thus, the need to study the issue of identity in the case of the conflict came
through this research, given the specificity of the Palestinian case and the
importance of the identity for the Palestinian in his search for himself and in his
struggle with the other. Especially that the studies of identity and its
manifestations in the case of conflict, especially as the Palestinian-Israeli conflict,
is still not in-depth, thus, this study hopes to add a different and new things for the

identity and conflict studies.

Al-Dheisheh camp, in Bethlehem, was chosen as a case study, through focusing
on what kind of events the schools (elementary and preparatory) and cultural
centers in the mentioned camp are presenting, where a sample of presented
activities and cultural events were analyzed, through conducting interviews with
the related individuals; school principals and some students, the officials of
cultural activities in the schools and centers. These interviews were conducted as

part of field visits to the camp. Other short interviews were conducted either face-



to-face or over-the-phone in spaced intervals to provide additional information for
the purpose of the study.

This is in addition to the scientific observation tool through the direct presence
and attendance of events in the centers and schools in the camp, such as morning
speeches, concerts for different occasions and drawing classes, get reports and
minutes of meetings for the schools and centers, and analyzing and extrapolating
drawings and articles/ compositions and other related things that are prepared by
the students in their schools, in order to get and achieve the needed results.

And so, within the research, the interviews that were conducted by the researcher
were combined and connected with an in-depth analysis of the studies and
theories related to identity and culture, in order to try to answer the questions and

hypotheses of our study.

The study contains three chapters in addition to the introduction, which presented
a review of the most important theories and approaches to study the conflict
through cultural expressions. The first chapter discussed the relationship between
culture, identity and conflict, by providing a theoretical and methodological
framework for studying this relationship, and the "structural theory" has been used
as a method of studying conflict through cultural expressions. Benedict
Anderson’s theses were also used, which were mentioned in his book “Imagined
Communities”, in order to study the part that is related to the study of Identity,
especially the chapter in which he spoke about the symbolic and cultural
dimension of identity, because he spoke about the peoples under occupation and
their expressions, which applies to the situation of the Palestinians and therefore
on the sample of the study.

In the second chapter, the Palestinian identity and its privacy, and the different
trends about its origins were discussed, being the frame that helped to analyze the
expressions of individuals and therefore understand and know what they contain
and express, which enabled to answer the questions about: how individuals
express themselves and the other through their expressions. The third and final
chapter contained an analysis of the study materials which were collected, and



thus their results, by linking them to the theoretical frameworks that have been

used.

This analysis was carried out through: Studying the imaginary and symbolic
dimension of identity, the feelings of identity that the cultural expressions of the
camp’s people include, the different Imaginary identity levels, the overlap of the
identity, its level and the way of expressing it, starting from the circles of family
affiliations, and the original affiliation of members of the camp, -whose roots date
back to the pre-Nakba period in 1948-, to the Palestinian, Arab and Islamic
circles, and finally studying the impact of asylum on the identity in the camp
(asylum, right of return and camp issues).
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